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Acknowledgment of Country 

Capricorn Conservation Council respectfully acknowledges all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples as the Traditional Custodians of lands and waters across Australia. We recognise enduring 

connections to Country, culture and community, and pay our deepest respects to Elders past and 

present. We honour the living cultures, languages and knowledge systems that continue to guide 

caring for Country, including Sea Country. Sovereignty was never ceded. 

About this submission 

This submission is made by Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC), with supporting signatories from, 

Kaurareg Saltwater Elder Uncle Leon Namai and youth marine advocate Elijah Richardson. It presents 

the positions and priorities contained in the supplied CCC strategic and Coral Sea campaign 

materials and is intended to contribute regional, cultural, scientific and intergenerational perspectives 

to the current review of the Coral Sea Marine Park management plan. 
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This submission responds to the Director of National Parks' first statutory consultation on the 

proposal to prepare new management plans. CCC welcomes the stated directions for the review, 

including achieving 30 per cent of Australia's ocean in highly protected zoning by 2030, 

evidence-based zoning refinements, limiting intensive activities where feasible, and strengthening the 

integration of First Nations perspectives and values in Australian Marine Park management 

(Australian Marine Parks 2026c). 

CCC has been a regional environmental advocacy organisation in Central Queensland since 1973. Its 

Strategic Plan 2026-2028 commits the organisation to biodiversity protection, Indigenous leadership 

and self-determination, science-based advocacy, community engagement and protection of land, 

water and sea Country. The plan also commits CCC to supporting Indigenous and community-led 

restoration across coastal and reef ecosystems, advocating for threatened species and facilitating 

genuine youth participation in conservation advocacy (Capricorn Conservation Council 2025). 

Submission summary 

The Coral Sea Marine Park is one of the world's largest marine parks, covering approximately 989,836 

km2 beyond the Great Barrier Reef. Parks Australia identifies 16 different seafloor environments, 34 

reef areas, 67 cays and islets and approximately 15,000 km2 of reef systems within the park. It also 

provides habitat and migratory pathways for sharks, whales, turtles, seabirds and other marine life 

(Australian Marine Parks 2026). The Australian Marine Conservation Society further describes the 

Coral Sea as a biodiversity hotspot and an important ecological link between the western Pacific, the 

Great Barrier Reef and the Coral Triangle (Australian Marine Conservation Society 2026). 

Consistent with CCC's documented strategic priorities and the supplied Coral Sea campaign material, 

this submission supports strengthened protection that is representative of the Coral Sea's different 

habitats, protects ecological connectivity, respects Traditional Owner cultural authority, recognises 

the role of predators and whole-of-ecosystem processes, and embeds meaningful opportunities for 

young people and regional communities to participate in stewardship and decision-making. 

Key recommendations 

No. Priority Requested direction 

1 Strengthen fully protected 
areas 

Increase and improve the placement of National Park 
(green) zones so that highly protected areas are 
ecologically representative, connected and located 
where they can protect important reefs, seamounts, 
deep-water habitats, cays, breeding areas, migratory 
pathways and other ecological values. 
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No. Priority Requested direction 

2 Protect whole living systems 

Manage the Coral Sea as an interconnected living 
system rather than as isolated species or habitats. 
Protection should consider coral reefs, sharks, rays, 
pelagic predators, turtles, seabirds, whales, benthic 
processes, currents and the ecological relationships 
among them. 

3 Embed First Nations 
leadership 

Ensure Traditional Owners and Saltwater Peoples are 
involved early, directly and on an appropriately 
resourced basis in planning, zoning, research, 
interpretation and management. Consultation must 
recognise that different islands, Sea Countries, 
peoples, languages and cultural knowledge systems 
require place-based engagement rather than a single 
generic approach. 

4 Strengthen ecological 
resilience 

Use the review to strengthen resilience to climate 
change, marine heatwaves, coral bleaching, invasive 
species, marine debris, illegal fishing and other 
pressures identified in the supplied material and by 
Parks Australia. 

5 Improve protection of sharks 
and rays 

Recognise the ecological importance of sharks and 
rays and ensure zoning and management settings 
protect habitats and processes that support healthy 
predator communities and functioning reef 
ecosystems. 

6 
Strengthen monitoring, 
science and adaptive 
management 

Maintain strong research, monitoring, compliance 
and adaptive-management programs so 
management can respond to changing ecological 
conditions and new evidence. 

7 Support youth and 
community stewardship 

Provide meaningful opportunities for young people, 
regional conservation groups, citizen scientists and 
coastal communities to contribute to education, 
monitoring, consultation and stewardship of the 
Coral Sea. 

8 Respect Indigenous Cultural 
and Intellectual Property 

Apply culturally appropriate processes to the use of 
Traditional Knowledge and cultural stories. Cultural 
knowledge should only be recorded, reproduced or 
used in management with the knowledge holder's 
permission and in accordance with cultural authority 
and ICIP principles. 
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1. Ecological significance of the Coral Sea 

The scale and ecological diversity of the Coral Sea Marine Park mean that management decisions 

have significance well beyond individual reefs. Parks Australia records a park area of 989,836 km2, 

with a depth range from sea level to 6,000 metres. The park contains coral reefs, islands, sandy cays, 

deep-sea plains, canyons and seamounts, including 34 reef areas and 67 cays and islets (Australian 

Marine Parks 2026). 

The Australian Marine Conservation Society identifies 49 habitat types and more than 300 threatened 

species in the broader Coral Sea, including sharks, rays, marine turtles, whales, dolphins and seabirds. 

It also describes the Coral Sea as a critical ecological link between the western Pacific and the Great 

Barrier Reef, with currents moving larvae, spores and migratory animals across connected marine 

systems (Australian Marine Conservation Society 2026). 

CCC therefore submits that zoning should be designed at an ecosystem scale. Representative 

protection should encompass the diversity of habitats and the ecological connections among them, 

rather than concentrating protection in areas that are easiest to protect but less important for 

biodiversity outcomes. 

2. Fully protected National Park zones 

The supplied Coral Sea campaign material identifies the extent and placement of fully protected 

National Park zones as a central issue for this review. CCC supports strengthening these zones so 

that they are representative of the park's habitats and located where they will provide meaningful 

ecological protection. This is consistent with CCC's Strategic Plan commitment to science-based 

biodiversity protection across land, water and sea Country (Capricorn Conservation Council 2025). 

●​Prioritise ecologically important and under-protected reef, seamount, deep-water and pelagic 

habitats including improved protection for: Frederick Reef and Calder Bank, Moore Reefs, the 

Townsville Trough, Kenn Plateau and Kenn Reefs, Holmes Reefs, South Flinders, Tregrosse Reef, 

Wreck and Cato Reefs, Bougainville Reef, Marion Reef, the Osprey Group of reefs, Dart Reef, 

Heralds’ Surprise, the Coral Sea Basin and Eastern Queensland Plateau. Boot and Ashmore Reefs 

are also recognised for their significant ecological value and resilience, with any changes to 

zoning or management for these reefs must meet the aspirations of the Mer Traditional Owners. 

●​Design zones to support connectivity between feeding, breeding, nursery and migratory areas. 

●​Use sufficiently large and coherent protected areas to support ecological function and resilience. 

●​Avoid relying on protection that is geographically extensive but poorly aligned with the distribution 

of ecological values. 
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3. First Nations leadership, Sea Country and cultural authority 

CCC's Strategic Plan requires Indigenous voices to be central to its campaigns and communications 

and commits the organisation to Indigenous leadership, self-determination and equitable recognition 

of Indigenous knowledge. For a marine park of the Coral Sea's scale, this means engagement must 

respect the diversity of Saltwater Peoples and the distinct identities, languages, laws, stories and 

knowledge systems connected to different Sea Countries (Capricorn Conservation Council 2025). 

Uncle Leon Namai emphasises that Sea Country is understood through relationships among sea, reef, 

animals, sky, ancestors, story, law and people. They also emphasise that knowledge is held and 

transmitted through living cultural practices and cannot be treated simply as information available for 

unrestricted extraction or reproduction. This submission therefore supports direct, place-based and 

properly resourced engagement with relevant Traditional Owners and knowledge holders, including 

clear processes for consent and protection of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 

(Capricorn Conservation Council 2026). 

4. Sharks, rays and whole-of-ecosystem protection 

The Coral Sea is recognised for its abundance and diversity of large marine predators. The Australian 

Marine Conservation Society reports 52 species of deep-water sharks and rays in the Coral Sea, 

including 18 described as unique to the region, while Parks Australia identifies reef sharks and other 

large predators as characteristic marine life of the park (Australian Marine Conservation Society 

2026; Australian Marine Parks 2026). 

The supplied webinar material also highlights the ecological relationships among sharks, rays and 

benthic processes. CCC supports management that recognises predators as part of the functioning 

of reef and pelagic ecosystems, and that protects the habitats and food-web relationships required to 

sustain them. The management plan should therefore avoid treating coral protection as separate 

from the protection of sharks, rays, fish, seabed processes and other connected ecological 

components. 

5. Climate resilience and cumulative pressures 

Parks Australia identifies climate change, marine pollution, illegal fishing and invasive species as 

pressures that can affect remote marine environments such as the Coral Sea. The supplied campaign 

material also highlights marine heatwaves, coral bleaching and industrial fishing pressure. In this 

context, strong spatial protection is an important management tool for reducing avoidable local 

pressures and supporting ecological resilience while broader climate action continues (Australian 

Marine Parks 2026). 
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CCC supports a management plan that combines strong zoning with monitoring, enforcement, 

biosecurity, marine-debris reduction, research and adaptive management. These measures should be 

reviewed against clear ecological objectives and updated when monitoring shows that values are 

declining or new risks are emerging. 

6. Turtles, seabirds, whales and migratory connectivity 

The park provides important habitat for marine turtles, seabirds, whales and dolphins. Parks Australia 

records more than 28 species of whales and dolphins known to visit the Coral Sea and identifies the 

Coral Sea as an important meeting location for migrating humpback whales for breeding and calving. 

Humpback whales undertake an average migration of approximately 5,000 kilometres, illustrating the 

very large spatial scales across which the park's ecological connections operate (Australian Marine 

Parks 2026b). 

The Coral Sea also supports distinctive seasonal aggregations. Parks Australia identifies dwarf minke 

whales in June and July; humpback whales travelling north to breeding grounds in June, July and 

August; and toothed whales congregating with spawning groups of black marlin from October to 

December. The winter gathering of dwarf minke whales in the north-west Coral Sea is described by 

Parks Australia as the only predictable opportunity to see large groups of this species anywhere in 

the world (Australian Marine Parks 2026b). 

These values reinforce the need to protect the Coral Sea as an interconnected ecological system 

rather than considering individual reefs or species in isolation. Protection should encompass 

habitats, migration pathways, breeding and calving areas, feeding relationships and the broader 

ecological processes that connect the Coral Sea with surrounding marine environments. 

For marine turtles, seabirds and cetaceans alike, protection should extend beyond reef structures to 

the cays, open waters, migratory routes, breeding areas and feeding habitats that support species 

across their life cycles. This ecosystem-scale approach is consistent with CCC's Strategic Plan 

commitment to biodiversity protection through evidence-based science and long-term stewardship. 

7. Youth leadership and intergenerational responsibility 

CCC's Strategic Plan identifies youth leadership as a core governance and advocacy priority and 

commits CCC to facilitating youth participation in conservation campaigns. The supplied webinar 

script presents Elijah Richardson as a young marine conservationist and environmental educator 

whose work includes citizen science, coral-reef education, marine debris action and shark 

conservation (Capricorn Conservation Council 2026). 
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A management plan extending over many years will shape the environment inherited by today's young 

people. CCC therefore supports continuing mechanisms for youth participation in marine education, 

citizen science, consultation and advisory processes. Youth involvement should be meaningful and 

connected to decision-making, rather than limited to attendance or awareness activities. 

8. Regional communities, stewardship and education 

Although much of the Coral Sea Marine Park is remote, its values are connected to Queensland 

coastal communities through tourism, fishing, research, education, cultural relationships and 

environmental stewardship. Parks Australia notes that the marine park supports tourism, recreational 

use, commercial fishing and shipping and is managed in partnership with communities, scientists 

and government agencies (Australian Marine Parks 2026). 

CCC supports management arrangements that make regional voices visible and that build long-term 

stewardship through accessible information, community education, science partnerships and 

transparent reporting. This aligns with CCC's strategic commitment to community engagement, 

cross-sector collaboration and environmental education (Capricorn Conservation Council 2025). 

9. Monitoring, transparency and adaptive management 

The scale and remoteness of the Coral Sea Marine Park make effective monitoring and compliance 

essential. Parks Australia states that research is undertaken with universities and government 

partners to inform monitoring and ongoing management. CCC supports continued investment in this 

work, coupled with public reporting that allows communities to understand whether management 

objectives are being achieved (Australian Marine Parks 2026). 

●​Publish clear ecological objectives and indicators for major habitats and species groups. 

●​Report monitoring results in accessible formats and identify where management responses have 

changed as a result. 

●​Support partnerships with Traditional Owners, universities, community groups and citizen-science 

programs. 

●​Maintain effective compliance and enforcement across remote areas of the park. 

10. Alignment with the Capricorn Conservation Council Strategic Plan 2026-2028 

This submission directly reflects CCC's adopted strategic direction. In particular, it gives effect to the 

following documented priorities (Capricorn Conservation Council 2025): 

●​Biodiversity Protection - conserving and enhancing ecosystems through Indigenous-led 

conservation and evidence-based science. 
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●​Indigenous Leadership & Self-Determination - embedding cultural authority and First Nations 

leadership in environmental advocacy and decision-making. 

●​Science-Based Advocacy - grounding advocacy in research, Traditional Ecological Knowledge and 

innovation. 

●​Community Engagement - elevating Indigenous, youth and community voices. 

●​Biodiversity & Conservation Advocacy - supporting Indigenous and community-led restoration 

across land and sea Country and advocating for threatened species and reef ecosystems. 

●​Youth Engagement & Leadership - giving young people genuine roles in governance, education 

and conservation advocacy. 

●​Integrity & Respect - maintaining transparent, accountable and culturally respectful partnerships. 

Conclusion 

The Coral Sea Marine Park contains an exceptional diversity of reefs, deep-water habitats, cays, 

predators, turtles, seabirds, whales and other marine life, and it forms part of a wider connected 

ocean system. The positions set out in this submission call for management that protects that 

diversity at an ecosystem scale, strengthens fully protected areas, embeds First Nations leadership 

and cultural authority, supports science and adaptive management, and gives young people and 

regional communities meaningful opportunities to participate in stewardship. 

For CCC, these directions are consistent with the organisation's adopted 2026-2028 Strategic Plan: 

protecting biodiversity through Indigenous-led and science-based conservation, supporting land and 

sea Country, strengthening youth leadership, and remaining a voice for the environment for this 

generation and the next. 

Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) 

Capricorn Conservation Council recognises and respects the Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual 

Property (ICIP) rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, including rights and 

responsibilities relating to cultural knowledge, stories, language, cultural expressions, ecological 

knowledge and knowledge of Sea Country. The inclusion of First Nations knowledge or perspectives 

within this submission does not transfer ownership, authority or control of that knowledge to CCC, 

any co-signatory, the Australian Government or any other party. Cultural knowledge remains with the 

relevant Traditional Owners, Elders and Cultural Custodians. 

Any First Nations cultural knowledge contributed to this submission must be used only with the free, 

prior and informed consent of the relevant knowledge holder and in accordance with any conditions 

they place on its use, attribution, reproduction, storage or further dissemination. Inclusion in this 

submission must not be interpreted as permission for cultural material to be reproduced, adapted, 
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published, commercialised, incorporated into other government materials, or used for purposes 

beyond consideration of this submission without further appropriate consent. 

CCC further recommends that ICIP principles be embedded throughout the development and 

implementation of the new Coral Sea Marine Park Management Plan. Engagement with Traditional 

Owners should occur early, directly and respectfully; recognise the cultural authority of the relevant 

Sea Country peoples; appropriately resource participation and cultural expertise; and provide First 

Nations knowledge holders with meaningful control over how their knowledge is recorded, 

interpreted, attributed, protected and used in marine park planning, management, research, 

monitoring and education. 

 

Signatories 

 

Sophie George (BEnvSc, BScBio)​
President, Capricorn Conservation Council​
​

Signature:     

 

 

Uncle Leon Namai​
Kaurareg Saltwater Elder, artist, musician, 
cultural storyteller and mentor​
LMN Arts & Media​
​

Signature:    

 

 

Elijah Richardson​
Youth Marine Advocate and Environmental 
Educator, Elijah's World​
​
Signature:     E Richardson 
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Submission Questions and Answers: 

1. Do you have any comments relating to the zoning and assigned IUCN categories for the selected 

network or marine park? 

Capricorn Conservation Council supports strengthening the zoning of the Coral Sea Marine Park. We 

support increasing and improving the placement of highly protected National Park (green) zones so 

that protection is ecologically representative, connected and located where it will provide meaningful 

biodiversity and ecosystem protection. 

The Coral Sea should be managed as an interconnected living system rather than as a collection of 

isolated reefs or individual species. Zoning and associated IUCN categories should provide strong 

protection across the diversity of the park’s ecosystems, including coral reefs, seamounts, deep-water 

and pelagic habitats, cays, breeding and nursery areas, feeding grounds and migratory pathways. 

We particularly support improved protection for ecologically important and currently under-protected 

areas, including Frederick Reef and Calder Bank, Moore Reefs, the Townsville Trough, Kenn Plateau 

and Kenn Reefs, Holmes Reefs, South Flinders, Tregrosse Reef, Wreck and Cato Reefs, Bougainville 

Reef, Marion Reef, the Osprey Group of reefs, Dart Reef, Heralds’ Surprise, the Coral Sea Basin and 

Eastern Queensland Plateau. Boot and Ashmore Reefs are also recognised for their significant 

ecological value and resilience; however, any changes to zoning or management for these reefs must 

meet the aspirations of the Mer Traditional Owners. 

Zoning should maintain ecological connectivity between feeding, breeding, nursery and migratory 

areas, with sufficiently large and coherent highly protected areas to support ecosystem function and 

resilience. We do not support relying on protection that may be geographically extensive but is poorly 

aligned with the actual distribution of ecological values. 

Importantly, any zoning changes must be developed through early, direct, place-based and 

appropriately resourced engagement with relevant Traditional Owners and Saltwater Peoples. Their 

cultural authority, Sea Country knowledge and Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property must be 

respected throughout zoning, planning and management. 

Overall, CCC supports changes to the existing zoning and assigned IUCN categories where those 

changes strengthen the extent, placement, representativeness and connectivity of highly protected 

areas and deliver stronger protection for the ecological and cultural values of the Coral Sea Marine 

Park. 
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2. Do you have any comments relating to values and/or pressures within the selected network or 

marine park? 

Capricorn Conservation Council supports recognition of the existing ecological, cultural and social 

values of the Coral Sea Marine Park, but considers that the descriptions of both values and pressures 

should be strengthened to better reflect the Coral Sea as an interconnected living system. 

The values should clearly recognise the extraordinary diversity of the Coral Sea, including coral reefs, 

deep-water habitats, seamounts, cays and islands, open-ocean and pelagic environments, as well as 

the ecological processes and connectivity between them. Particular recognition should be given to 

sharks and rays, marine turtles, seabirds, whales and dolphins, reef and pelagic fish, benthic 

communities and the food-web relationships that support functioning marine ecosystems. 

Migratory connectivity should be recognised as a significant value in its own right. The Coral Sea 

provides important breeding, calving, feeding and migratory habitat for marine species, including 

humpback whales and other cetaceans. 

First Nations cultural values and continuing connections to Sea Country should also be more strongly 

recognised. Sea Country encompasses relationships between sea, reef, animals, sky, ancestors, story, 

law and people. These values should be identified through direct, place-based engagement with 

relevant Traditional Owners and Saltwater Peoples, with cultural authority and Indigenous Cultural 

and Intellectual Property respected. 

CCC also supports recognising the Coral Sea’s scientific, educational, community and 

intergenerational values. 

The descriptions of pressures should recognise both individual and cumulative impacts. Key 

pressures include climate change, marine heatwaves, coral bleaching, marine pollution and debris, 

invasive species, illegal fishing and industrial fishing pressures. These pressures should not be 

considered independently where their combined effects may reduce ecosystem resilience. 

CCC therefore supports values and pressures being described at an ecosystem scale, recognising 

ecological connectivity, cumulative pressures, cultural values and the relationships between species, 

habitats and ecological processes. 

3. Do you have any comments relating to management arrangements (including programs) under 

the current management plan for your selected network/s? 
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Capricorn Conservation Council supports management arrangements that combine strong spatial 

protection with effective monitoring, enforcement, research, education, biosecurity and adaptive 

management. Given the scale and remoteness of the Coral Sea Marine Park, these programs are 

essential to ensuring that zoning translates into meaningful protection on the water. 

CCC supports continued investment in scientific research and long-term ecological monitoring. 

Management programs should establish clear ecological objectives and indicators for major habitats 

and species groups, regularly assess whether those objectives are being achieved, and adapt 

management where monitoring identifies declining ecological values or emerging risks. 

Compliance and enforcement should remain a strong priority, particularly given the size and 

remoteness of the Coral Sea Marine Park. 

Programs should also address cumulative pressures through coordinated action on climate 

resilience, marine heatwaves and coral bleaching, marine debris, invasive species and biosecurity. 

CCC strongly supports greater First Nations leadership within management arrangements. Traditional 

Owners and Saltwater Peoples should be involved early, directly and on an appropriately resourced 

basis in planning, research, monitoring, interpretation and management. Indigenous Cultural and 

Intellectual Property must be respected. 

Management programs should also provide meaningful opportunities for young people, regional 

conservation organisations, universities, coastal communities and citizen scientists to participate in 

education, monitoring, research, consultation and stewardship. 

CCC also supports greater transparency and accessible public reporting so communities can 

understand the condition of the marine park and whether management actions are achieving their 

intended outcomes. 

4. Do you have any other comments you would like us to consider? 

Capricorn Conservation Council supports the continuation of strong management of the Coral Sea 

Marine Park, while recognising that the development of a new management plan provides an 

important opportunity to strengthen protection for its ecological, cultural and intergenerational 

values. 

CCC supports an ecosystem-based approach that manages the Coral Sea as an interconnected living 

system. Protection should extend beyond individual reefs or species to encompass the relationships 
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between coral reefs, seamounts, deep-water and pelagic habitats, cays, sharks and rays, marine 

turtles, seabirds, whales and dolphins, benthic communities, currents, migratory pathways, breeding 

and feeding areas and the ecological processes connecting them. 

We support strengthening fully protected National Park zones so they are representative, well 

connected and located where they will provide meaningful ecological protection. The effectiveness of 

protection should be measured not simply by the overall area protected, but by whether zoning 

protects the diversity, connectivity and ecological function of the Coral Sea. 

The new management approach should respond to cumulative and emerging pressures, including 

climate change, marine heatwaves, coral bleaching, marine debris, invasive species, illegal fishing and 

industrial fishing pressures. 

CCC considers First Nations leadership fundamental to the future management of the Coral Sea. 

Traditional Owners and Saltwater Peoples should be engaged early, directly, respectfully and on an 

appropriately resourced basis. Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property should be protected. 

The new management plan should also recognise its intergenerational responsibility. Decisions made 

through this review will influence the marine environment inherited by today’s young people. CCC 

supports meaningful opportunities for young people to participate in marine education, citizen 

science, monitoring, consultation, stewardship and decision-making. 

Ultimately, CCC supports a management approach that strengthens biodiversity protection through 

Indigenous-led and science-based conservation, protects the ecological connectivity of the Coral Sea, 

responds adaptively to changing environmental conditions, and enables Traditional Owners, young 

people and communities to have meaningful roles in its long-term stewardship. 

The Coral Sea is not simply a collection of individual protected places. It is a connected living system, 

and its management should reflect that responsibility to Country, biodiversity and future generations. 

5. Do you have any other comments on the design and the future management of marine parks in 

the network? 

Capricorn Conservation Council supports a future marine park design that provides strong, 

representative and connected protection across the full diversity of marine ecosystems. 

Marine park design should be based on ecological function and connectivity rather than simply the 

total area protected. Highly protected areas should be sufficiently large, coherent and strategically 
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located to protect important reefs, seamounts, deep-water and pelagic habitats, cays, breeding and 

nursery areas, feeding grounds and migratory pathways. 

Future management should adopt a whole-of-ecosystem approach. Coral reefs cannot be considered 

separately from sharks and rays, fish, marine turtles, seabirds, whales and dolphins, benthic 

communities, currents, food webs and other ecological processes. 

First Nations leadership should be embedded in both the design and ongoing management of marine 

parks. Traditional Owners and Saltwater Peoples should be engaged early, directly and on an 

appropriately resourced basis, with place-based approaches that recognise distinct Sea Countries, 

cultural authorities, languages and knowledge systems. Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 

must be respected. 

Marine park design should also anticipate changing environmental conditions. Climate change, 

marine heatwaves, coral bleaching, invasive species, marine debris, illegal fishing and other pressures 

require management arrangements that can respond to new evidence and emerging risks. Strong 

zoning should therefore be supported by long-term ecological monitoring, research, compliance, 

biosecurity and adaptive management. 

CCC supports clear ecological objectives and indicators, accessible public reporting and 

transparency about whether management objectives are being achieved. 

Young people, regional communities, conservation organisations, universities and citizen scientists 

should also have meaningful opportunities to participate in education, monitoring, research, 

consultation and stewardship. 

Ultimately, CCC supports marine parks designed and managed as connected living systems: 

protecting biodiversity through Indigenous-led and science-based conservation, maintaining 

ecological connectivity and resilience, strengthening community stewardship and safeguarding Sea 

Country for this generation and the generations that follow. 

Environment Centre Livermore Street Rockhampton Darumbal Country | PO Box 4011 Rockhampton Q 4700 | 
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