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Acknowledgment of Country  

The Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and 
Elders of the land and waters which we conserve and protect. We pay respect to all Elders, 

past and present for they hold the memories, the culture, and the dreams of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander People. Sovereignty was never ceded, this always was, always will be 

Aboriginal Land.  

Introduction 

I respectfully submit this objection to the proposed Gemini Coal Mine Extension under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). This submission 
is made in my capacity as an environmental scientist with extensive experience in 
biodiversity conservation, ecological assessment, environmental policy and 
community-based conservation throughout Central Queensland. 

After reviewing the referral documentation, supporting ecological assessments and 
undertaking independent field observations, I do not believe the information currently before 
the Department is sufficient to conclude that the proposal will avoid significant impacts on 
Matters of National Environmental Significance or on important regional environmental 
values. The proposal should therefore remain a Controlled Action and be subject to a more 
rigorous level of assessment. 

The referral presents considerable uncertainty regarding threatened species, 
groundwater-dependent ecosystems, wetland values, cumulative impacts and the long-term 
consequences of expanding mining within an already highly disturbed landscape. Where 
scientific uncertainty exists, the precautionary principle requires that decision-makers err on 
the side of environmental protection rather than assume impacts can be adequately 
managed. 

Ecological Values Have Not Been Adequately Characterised 

Independent field observations undertaken at the site identified mature woodland containing 
numerous large Eucalyptus populnea specimens estimated to be between approximately 100 
and 300 years old. Several of these trees contain hollows, claw marks and other habitat 
features that indicate long-term use by arboreal fauna. Possible glider scats were also 
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observed, supporting the likelihood that hollow-dependent mammals utilise the area. These 
habitat values warrant substantially more detailed investigation before any clearing is 
authorised. 

The assessment also identified stands of Eucalyptus camaldulensis, wetland vegetation 
including Juncus species and tussock grasses, and vegetation communities that appear to 
be supported by permanent surface and groundwater. The assessment concludes that these 
ecosystems should be ground-truthed and may require reclassification, indicating that the 
current ecological mapping may underestimate the conservation significance of the site. 

The presence of mature habitat trees, potential hollow-bearing habitat, 
groundwater-supported vegetation and possible wetland communities creates uncertainty 
regarding the full extent of ecological impacts. This uncertainty should not be interpreted as 
evidence that impacts are insignificant. Rather, it demonstrates that additional field surveys 
are required before any approval can reasonably be considered. 

Threatened Species and the Precautionary Principle 

The referral acknowledges the presence, or potential presence, of numerous threatened 
species and ecological communities. The surrounding landscape also contains Regional 
Ecosystems classified as Endangered and Of Concern, including Brigalow communities and 
Poplar Box woodlands that support a range of threatened flora and fauna. 

The precautionary principle is one of the guiding principles of Australia's environmental 
legislation. Where there is a threat of serious or irreversible environmental damage, a lack of 
full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason to postpone measures that prevent 
environmental degradation. 

In this case, uncertainty exists regarding threatened species occupancy, habitat utilisation, 
groundwater dependency, wetland extent and cumulative landscape impacts. Rather than 
reducing the significance of these matters, this uncertainty strengthens the need for a 
comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement supported by updated seasonal surveys 
undertaken using contemporary survey methodologies. 

The ecological assessment itself recognises that further investigation is necessary to verify 
vegetation communities and wetland values. Proceeding without resolving these 
uncertainties would be inconsistent with sound environmental decision-making and the 
objectives of the EPBC Act. 

Cultural Authority and Connection to Country 

Environmental assessment cannot be separated from cultural values. Country is not simply a 
collection of ecological assets but represents interconnected landscapes that hold cultural, 
spiritual and historical significance. 

The Ghungalu Three Rivers Sub-Committee was established to protect and conserve 
Ghungalu Country, waters, culture and heritage while ensuring that Ghungalu voices remain 
central in environmental decision-making. Its Terms of Reference recognise that cultural 
knowledge, values and practices must be respected and protected, and that decisions 
affecting Country should occur through respectful discussion, consensus and cultural 
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authority. 

While this submission is made solely in my own capacity, I respectfully acknowledge these 
principles and note that meaningful engagement with Traditional Owners must extend 
beyond procedural consultation. Genuine consideration should be given to cultural 
knowledge, landscape values and the cumulative effects of ongoing industrial development 
on Country. 

Protecting biodiversity and protecting cultural heritage are complementary objectives. The 
loss of mature habitat, waterways and ecological integrity also represents a loss of cultural 
landscapes that have supported Aboriginal peoples for countless generations. 

Conclusion 

For the reasons outlined above, I strongly object to the proposed Gemini Coal Mine Extension 
in its current form. 

The available information demonstrates substantial uncertainty regarding threatened 
species, mature habitat trees, groundwater-dependent ecosystems, wetland values and 
cumulative environmental impacts. Independent field observations further indicate that the 
ecological significance of the site may have been underestimated and that additional 
investigations are required before informed decisions can be made. 

Given these uncertainties, I respectfully request that the Australian Government maintain the 
proposal as a Controlled Action and require a more comprehensive environmental 
assessment before any approval is considered. Such an assessment should include updated 
threatened species surveys across appropriate seasons, independent verification of 
vegetation mapping and regional ecosystem classifications, comprehensive groundwater 
and wetland investigations, and robust consideration of cumulative impacts across the 
broader landscape. 

The EPBC Act exists to protect Australia's nationally significant environmental values for 
present and future generations. In circumstances where uncertainty remains regarding 
irreversible impacts to biodiversity, water resources and culturally significant landscapes, the 
precautionary principle requires that environmental protection take precedence. 

Accordingly, I respectfully request that this proposal not proceed on the basis of the current 
referral documentation and that a higher level of environmental assessment be required 
before any further decision is made. 

Reasons why I believe this is a controlled action: 

I consider the proposed Gemini Coal Mine Extension to be a controlled action because there 
is a real likelihood that the proposal will have significant impacts on Matters of National 
Environmental Significance protected under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The referral identifies the potential presence of threatened species and ecological 
communities, while independent ecological observations have identified mature 
hollow-bearing habitat trees, possible evidence of hollow-dependent mammals, wetland 
vegetation, groundwater-dependent ecosystems and vegetation communities that warrant 
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further investigation. These values indicate that the environmental significance of the site 
may have been underestimated. 

The proposal also presents uncertainty regarding impacts to threatened species habitat, 
groundwater resources, wetland ecosystems and cumulative environmental impacts 
associated with continued mining within an already disturbed landscape. Where there is 
scientific uncertainty regarding the potential for serious or irreversible environmental harm, 
the precautionary principle requires that environmental protection be prioritised. 

In addition to ecological concerns, the proposal has the potential to affect culturally 
significant landscapes and Country. Environmental decision-making should appropriately 
recognise the importance of Indigenous cultural values and ensure meaningful consideration 
of Traditional Owner knowledge and connection to Country throughout the assessment 
process. 

For these reasons, I believe the proposal is likely to have significant impacts on protected 
matters and should remain a controlled action requiring a comprehensive assessment under 
the EPBC Act. A more rigorous assessment should include updated seasonal threatened 
species surveys, independent verification of vegetation mapping and regional ecosystem 
classifications, detailed groundwater and wetland investigations, and a thorough 
assessment of cumulative impacts before any approval is considered. 

Respectfully, 

 

​​Sophie George (BEnvSc BScBio) 

Coordinator (Executive Officer) 
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