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6 May 2026

Senator the Hon Murray Watt
Minister for the Environment and Water
By email: Minister.watt@dcceew.gov.au

Dear Senator Watt,
RE: Baralaba South Coal Project (EPBC 2012/6547)

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia and recognise their
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders both past and present, acknowledging that
sovereignty was never ceded, and they have an enduring role in protecting, conserving and
sustaining our natural environment.

We are writing in regards to Baralaba South Coal Project (EPBC 2012/6547) in Queensland’s
Bowen Basin, currently listed as “Considering Final Decision” on the EPBC Act Public Portal.

As representatives of peak bodies Queensland Conservation Council, Gladstone Conservation
Council and Capricorn Conservation Council, we have grave concerns over the possible
approval of this new greenfield coal mine, and share community concerns around its impact on
the local environment, prime agricultural land, climate, and water resources including the
Dawson River.

We understand both the project proponent and Queensland’s Department of the Environment,
Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI) have informed members of the local community that
they are expecting a decision to be made on the project’s EPBC referral on or by May 18
2026.

The Queensland Conservation Council acknowledges that we meet and work across the many lands of Queensland. We wish to pay respect to their
Elders - past and present - and acknowledge the important role all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people play in protecting, conserving and
sustaining Queensland.
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Our understanding is Baralaba South Coal Project has not received a draft Environmental
Authority (EA) from the Queensland Government, nor has the project moved through any
objection process that may result from any resulting approval. This makes any federal approval
premature at this time. Furthermore, our position is it would be inappropriate to approve this
project, at any time, due to the significant potential negative impacts of the project, particularly
with respect to local water resources.

In terms of the water impacts from the project, we understand local environment group Save
the Dawson has commissioned research by Professor Matt Currell and Dr Clint Hansen which
has been supplied to your office. This report suggests the company’s water impact statement
was inadequate, and found a serious risk of water contamination from the proposed mine that
could impact neighbouring farms and drinking water supplies. It is also critical to acknowledge
that the Dawson River catchment area forms over one-third of the Fitzroy Basin, flowing
directly into the Great Barrier Reef.

With regards to impacts on local communities, we are particularly concerned about the
potential that flooding of the mine’s spoil dumps could cause contamination to enter the
Dawson River. This presents significant and unacceptable risks to culturally significant
waterways and communities, including the town of Baralaba and the Aboriginal community of
Woorabinda which relies on the Dawson River for drinking water. The Dawson River is also
extremely important culturally for the Gangulu peoples both in Woorabinda and the surrounding
areas. Generations of First Nations people have relied and continue to rely on the river and the
health of the river to continue cultural practices, as one of the oldest living cultures on earth.

Consistent with our on-going practice and commitment to working with First Nations peoples,
we assert that any decision must result from transparent, on-going and direct good faith
engagement with Traditional Owners and Custodians, and informed by a rigorous assessment
of a project’s cultural impacts, including tangible and intangible heritage, spiritual obligations,
and ongoing responsibilities to protect and care for Country and culture.

In the region, CCC works in partnership with Traditional Owners and Elders across Central
Queensland, to ensure cultural governance, on-Country leadership, and intergenerational
knowledge inform environmental advocacy and decision-making. Approving this project
without these principles would undermine Indigenous self-determination, disregard cultural
responsibilities to land and water, and fail to uphold best-practice environmental governance in
Central Queensland.

Terrestrially, the project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) suggests the project will have
serious impacts on the local environment and farming land, with approximately 1,300 hectares
of land to be disturbed by mining at the site, including 556 hectares of Strategic Cropping Land
(SCL). In addition, the project would impact a range of Matters of National Environmental
Significance (MNES), including the Brigalow Threatened Ecological Community and



Coolibah-Black Box Woodlands Threatened Ecological Community as well as the Ornamental
Snake, Koala and Squatter Pigeon, all listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act.

In regards to the project’s climate impact, approving a new greenfield coal mine of any scale is
inconsistent with state and federal commitments to keep global heating below 1.5°C. The
project is estimated to extract 49 million tonnes of coal over a 23-year period, representing 103
MtCO.e of Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions. This presents an unacceptable risk to Queensland
communities, which are already bearing the brunt of climate impacts including sea level rise in
the Torres Strait, repeated flooding, bushfires, and cyclones.

Finally, we note that community surveys have demonstrated that 97% of residents oppose this
project, and it has also faced strong, consistent opposition from local community groups and
federal member for Flynn Colin Boyce MP.

Due to the potential impacts of this project on the climate, prime agricultural land, and local
environment and water resources, we urge you to reject the project, and at a minimum delay an
approval decision under the EPBC Act until the state approval process has run its course, and
fulsome consideration can be given to the project’s impact on the region’s environment, in
particular its water resources.

Yours sincerely,

Anthony Gough
Acting Director, Queensland Conservation Council
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Sophie George BEnvS BSciB
Coordinator (Executive Officer), Capricorn Conservation Council



