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RE: Submission on Glencore Hail Creek Coal Mine Extension EPBC 
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Acknowledgment of Country  

The Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and 
Elders of the land and waters which we conserve and protect. We pay respect to all Elders, 

past and present for they hold the memories, the culture, and the dreams of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander People. Sovereignty was never ceded, this always was, always will be 

Aboriginal Land.  

About Capricorn Conservation Council 

Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) is the peak regional environmental advocacy 
organisation for Central Queensland, established in 1973. CCC works to protect, conserve 
and enhance biodiversity across land, water and sea Country through Indigenous-led 
governance, science-based advocacy and community engagement. Our work is guided by 
Traditional Custodians, Elders and evidence-based science, with a strong commitment to 
climate action, protection of threatened species, and a just transition away from coal and 
gas, as outlined in CCC’s Strategic Plan 2026–2028. 

Position Summary 

Capricorn Conservation Council strongly opposes the proposed extension of Glencore’s Hail 
Creek coal mine and calls on the Minister for the Environment to determine the proposal to 
be clearly unacceptable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. 
The proposed extension represents an unacceptable risk to nationally significant koala 
habitat, threatened species and ecological communities, climate stability due to extreme 
methane emissions, First Nations rights and cultural responsibilities, and Australia’s national 
and international climate obligations. 

Climate Impacts and Methane Emissions 

The Hail Creek coal mine is a well-documented super-emitter of methane, a greenhouse gas 
that is significantly more potent than carbon dioxide over short timeframes. Approving an 
extension of this project would directly undermine Australia’s emissions reduction 
commitments and climate targets. CCC’s Strategic Plan commits to campaigning for an end 
to new coal and gas projects and advocating for ethical climate action grounded in science 
and intergenerational responsibility. This proposal is fundamentally incompatible with those 
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principles. 

Approving a major coal expansion in 2026 would lock in decades of additional greenhouse 
gas emissions at a time when climate impacts are already being experienced across Central 
Queensland. Communities are facing increased flooding, heatwaves, ecosystem degradation 
and displacement, all of which are intensified by continued fossil fuel extraction. Allowing 
this project to proceed would further entrench these impacts and undermine climate 
resilience efforts across the region. 

Koala Habitat and Biodiversity Impacts 

The proposal seeks approval to clear approximately 600 hectares of nationally significant 
koala habitat, which experts have identified as critical to the survival of koala populations in 
the region. The loss of this habitat is unacceptable given the ongoing decline of koalas, the 
cumulative impacts of habitat fragmentation, and the inadequacy of offsets to replace 
complex, mature ecosystems. 

CCC considers the scale and irreversibility of the proposed clearing to be inconsistent with 
the intent of the EPBC Act. CCC’s Strategic Plan explicitly prioritises the protection of 
threatened species and ecosystems and supports Indigenous-led conservation across 
Central Queensland. The proposed habitat destruction directly contradicts these priorities 
and risks irreversible biodiversity loss. 

First Nations Rights, Cultural Authority and Country 

CCC is deeply concerned about the ongoing impacts of large-scale coal mining on First 
Nations peoples, cultural landscapes and responsibilities to care for Country. CCC works 
closely with Traditional Owners across Central Queensland and recognises that 
environmental harm is inseparable from cultural harm. The expansion of Hail Creek further 
entrenches extractive practices that undermine Indigenous self-determination, cultural 
continuity and ecological stewardship. 

CCC supports decision-making processes that centre First Nations leadership, respect 
cultural authority and uphold responsibilities to Country. This proposal does not meet those 
standards and continues a pattern of development that prioritises extraction over cultural, 
ecological and community wellbeing. 

Cumulative Impacts and Precedent 

The Hail Creek extension must be assessed in the context of cumulative impacts across the 
Bowen Basin. These include multiple overlapping coal projects, escalating climate risks, 
regional biodiversity decline, and growing social and health pressures on communities. The 
cumulative burden of these impacts significantly increases environmental and social risk. 

Approving this extension would set a dangerous precedent that weakens national 
environmental law and signals that climate and biodiversity protections can be overridden for 
fossil fuel expansion. Such a decision would undermine public confidence in the EPBC Act 
and compromise its role as Australia’s primary environmental safeguard. 

Recommendation 

Capricorn Conservation Council calls on the Minister for the Environment to determine that 
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the Hail Creek coal mine extension is clearly unacceptable under the EPBC Act. The proposal 
should be refused on the basis of its unacceptable climate impacts, the irreversible loss of 
nationally significant koala habitat, its failure to align with Australia’s climate obligations, and 
its incompatibility with biodiversity protection and First Nations rights. CCC further calls for a 
commitment to strengthening national environmental laws to prevent further fossil fuel 
expansion and to protect Country for future generations. 

Conclusion 

Capricorn Conservation Council stands with Queensland Conservation Council, Lock the 
Gate Alliance, Traditional Custodians and community members calling for strong federal 
action to protect biodiversity, climate stability and cultural landscapes. There is no credible 
pathway for this proposal to proceed without unacceptable environmental, cultural and 
climate harm. This project must be refused. 

Respectfully, 

 

​​Sophie George (BEnvSc BScBio) 

Coordinator (Executive Officer) 

 
A voice for the environment- for this generation and the next! 
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