Submission — Capricorn Conservation Council

Implementing Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2024-2030

Acknowledgement of Country

Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the
land and waters across Central Queensland—Darumbal and Woppaburra Country—and pays
respect to Elders past, present, and emerging. We recognise that sovereignty was never ceded,
and that caring for Country, culture, and biodiversity are deeply interconnected responsibilities.

1. Introduction

CCC is Central Queensland’'s leading voice for biodiversity protection, community-led
conservation, and Indigenous-led environmental governance. Since 1973, we have worked to
conserve ecosystems, amplify Traditional Owner leadership, and empower the next generation
through science-based advocacy and cultural collaboration.

This submission responds to the Discussion Paper Implementing Australia’s Strategy for Nature
2024-2030. Our position aligns with the Biodiversity Council’s national call for stronger and
more enforceable frameworks to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030.

2. Alignment with CCC’s Strategic Priorities

CCC's Strategic Plan 2025-2026 outlines five core commitments that directly correspond with
the Strategy for Nature's targets and enablers of change:

1. Biodiversity Protection — Restoring, connecting, and protecting ecosystems of regional
significance.
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https://cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Strategic-Plan-2025-2026-1.pdf

Indigenous Leadership — Ensuring Traditional Owners guide conservation and land-use
decisions.

Science-Based Advocacy — Promoting evidence-driven, community-embedded
conservation.

Sustainability and Climate Action — Advancing net-zero pathways that integrate
nature-based solutions.

Community Engagement — Building public participation through education and youth
empowerment.

3. Response to Key Targets and Enablers

Target 1: Protect and Conserve 30% of Land and Marine Areas by 2030

CCC supports this target, with an emphasis on ecological representativeness and
co-management with Traditional Owners.
We urge the Commonwealth to:

Embed First Nations-led approaches similar to Indigenous Protected Areas.

Recognise cultural covenants as legitimate mechanisms for conservation outcomes,
extending beyond tenure-based protections.

Resource local governments (e.g., Livingstone Shire) to expand regional biodiversity
corridors and protect riparian zones critical to cultural and ecological function.

Target 2: Restore Priority Degraded Areas
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CCC is already delivering restoration programs in coastal dunes, riparian corridors, and
endangered ecosystems across Central Queensland. We recommend:

Establishing clear national criteria for “effective restoration”, grounded in science and
Traditional Ecological Knowledge.

Funding locally driven restoration initiatives co-designed with Traditional Owners.

Recognising restoration as both an ecological and cultural healing process, vital to
community resilience and intergenerational connection to Country.

Target 3: No New Extinctions

CCC strongly supports measurable and enforceable species recovery plans.
We call for:

Increased investment in species monitoring partnerships between NGOs and Traditional
Owner ranger programs.

Restoration of habitat connectivity to support threatened species migration under
changing climate conditions.

Formal recognition of community science programs as part of the national reporting
framework.

Target 4: Minimise the Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity

CCC supports integrated climate and biodiversity policies that prioritise nature-based solutions.
We recommend:

Embedding ecosystem resilience into Australia’s Net Zero 2050 Plan.
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Incentivising local carbon sequestration projects (e.g., reforestation, wetland protection)
co-led by Traditional Owners.

Supporting regional adaptation strategies co-designed with local councils, youth
networks, and First Nations custodians.

Target 5: Increase Circularity and Reduce Pollution

CCC aligns with the goal to transition to a circular economy.
We propose:

Including biodiversity impact assessments in circular economy policies, tourism and
procurement frameworks.

Prioritising waste reduction education for regional communities and youth, aligning with
CCC's education programs and Youth Sub-Committee initiatives.

Enabler 1: Equitable Representation and Participation

CCC commends the Strategy'’s inclusion of equitable participation but calls for:

A dedicated national funding stream for First Nations and Youth-led environmental
governance bodies, which are Indigenous-led.

Mandated Indigenous representation on national and regional biodiversity advisory
groups.

Support for community-led “on-Country” education programs connecting young people
to cultural land management.
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Enabler 2: Mainstreaming Nature into Decision-Making

CCC supports integrating biodiversity into all planning and economic decisions.
We recommend:

e Strengthening environmental safeguards in renewable energy expansion to uphold
Traditional Owner consent and ecosystem integrity.

e Aligning local and regional planning schemes with biodiversity targets through
transparent reporting mechanisms.

Enabler 3: Accessible Environmental Data

CCC supports the creation of a national, open-access biodiversity data platform, integrating
local and Traditional Knowledge datasets. Data transparency is essential for accountability and
public participation.

4. Voices for the Future: Youth, Country, and Culture

Our Youth and Indigenous members express our commitment to intergenerational and cultural
continuity:

e Youth Sub-Committee: Raising youth voices “for the protection of the environment—for
this generation and the next,” and ensuring young people actively shape conservation
policy.

¢ Indigenous Sub-Committee: Reasserting cultural authority over Country, protecting
sacred waterways, and advancing self-determined environmental management.

Together, these frameworks demonstrate that protecting biodiversity is inseparable from
protecting culture and community.
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5. Conclusion

Capricorn Conservation Council urges the Australian Government to strengthen implementation
planning under the Strategy for Nature 2024-2030 by:

e Making biodiversity protection binding, measurable, and co-governed by Traditional
Owners.

e Resourcing regional and youth-led conservation organisations to deliver local action
aligned with national goals.

e Recognising that safeguarding biodiversity is an act of cultural, ecological, and social
renewal.

CCC stands ready to collaborate with government, Traditional Owner groups, and conservation
networks to ensure that nature and people thrive together—for this generation and the next.

Respectfully,

Capricorn
Conservation
Council

Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio)

Coordinator- Executive Officer

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.
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Capricorn Conservation Council — Submission: Implementing
Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2024-2030 “Have your say”

1. Do the ‘outcomes’ in the discussion paper represent the main areas where
action should be focused to achieve Australia’s targets and enablers of change?

(74 Answer: Yes

1.1. Please provide your thoughts on the outcomes for the targets and enablers of change:

The outcomes identified in the Discussion Paper capture the key areas for national action, but CCC
believes stronger emphasis is needed on implementation, accountability, and equitable governance.
Achieving these targets requires centring Indigenous leadership, empowering youth participation, and
providing long-term, place-based funding for community and regional organisations that deliver
on-ground outcomes.

While the paper recognises the importance of collaboration, it should go further in defining how
Indigenous knowledge, local expertise, and community science will inform decision-making and
monitoring.

CCC supports integrated, intergenerational approaches that bring together Indigenous leadership, youth
voices, and science-based conservation to strengthen environmental, social, and cultural outcomes.

Protecting biodiversity must be recognised as a whole-of-society responsibility. Greater coordination
between governments, councils, Indigenous organisations, and NGOs will ensure the outcomes are both
achievable and measurable, not just aspirational.

2. Are there any barriers to achieving the targets or enablers of change?
(4 Answer: Yes

2.1. What solutions for overcoming these barriers can you put forward:
The key barriers include:

e Short-term funding and fragmented governance, which limit regional capacity and long-term
conservation planning.

e Insufficient recognition of Indigenous knowledge and decision-making in biodiversity policy and
implementation.

¢ Inconsistent national data and indicators, making progress difficult to measure and compare.
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e Limited engagement with youth and regional communities, who are crucial to sustaining
biodiversity action.

Proposed solutions:

1. Establish genuine co-governance frameworks that embed Indigenous leadership in biodiversity
planning, monitoring, and reporting.

2. Develop multi-year, place-based funding streams to support NGOs, Indigenous organisations,
and community groups delivering biodiversity outcomes.

3. Create a national open-access biodiversity data platform integrating scientific, Indigenous, and
community knowledge.

4. Invest in youth-led conservation and education programs to build future capacity and
environmental leadership.

5. Integrate biodiversity and climate policy to ensure coordinated action across sectors.

These measures would strengthen accountability, inclusion, and long-term impact under Australia’s
Strategy for Nature.

3. Are you or your organisation already taking action to contribute to achieving
the targets or enablers of change?

Answer: Yes

3.1. Please provide further information on the action you are taking:

Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) is a regional environmental organisation based in Central
Queensland, advocating since 1973 for the protection, conservation, and enhancement of biodiversity.

Current actions contributing to the Strategy for Nature include:

e Habitat restoration projects in coastal and riparian ecosystems, in partnership with local
government and landholders.

e Partnerships with Indigenous leaders and organisations to embed cultural knowledge and land
management practices into conservation.

e Youth engagement programs that empower young people to participate in environmental
advocacy and citizen science.
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e Community education and outreach, raising awareness of local ecosystems, invasive species
management, and climate resilience.

e Policy advocacy and submissions, including feedback on the Queensland Biodiversity Strategy
and national environmental reforms.

These initiatives demonstrate how regional, community-based organisations can deliver practical
biodiversity outcomes aligned with national targets.

3.2. Would this make a good case study in the implementation plan for
Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2024-2030 or national report to the Convention
on Biological Diversity?

Answer: Yes

Suggested case study title:
“Community-Led Conservation and Youth Empowerment in Central Queensland”

This case study would demonstrate how inclusive, regional partnerships—driven by Indigenous
leadership, youth participation, and science-based advocacy—contribute directly to achieving Australia’s
Strategy for Nature 2024-2030.

C. Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting
Answer: Yes

Please provide your feedback:

Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) supports Australia’s commitment to transparent and accountable
monitoring, evaluation, and reporting under the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF). To strengthen
Australia’s ability to measure progress under the Strategy for Nature 2024-2030, CCC recommends the
following key areas for improvement:

1. National Biodiversity Data Integration
Australia needs a centralised, open-access biodiversity data platform that combines government,
Indigenous, NGO, and community datasets. Current systems are fragmented, making it difficult to
assess national progress or identify cumulative impacts. A unified system should include both
ecological and cultural indicators to support evidence-based and equitable decision-making.

2. Inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge Systems
Monitoring frameworks should be co-designed with Indigenous leaders to embed Traditional
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Ecological Knowledge alongside western science. This will ensure that cultural values, Country
health, and Indigenous land management outcomes are recognised within national reporting and
policy evaluation.

Data Consistency and Standardisation

Differences in state and territory methodologies create inconsistencies that limit accurate
national reporting. CCC recommends developing consistent metrics and indicators for species
condition, ecosystem integrity, and restoration success, supported by shared training and data
protocols.

Community and Citizen Science Integration

Regional NGOs, community groups, and schools provide valuable long-term environmental
monitoring through citizen science and local habitat projects. These datasets should be formally
recognised, quality-checked, and integrated into the national biodiversity database to enhance
coverage and transparency.

Emerging Technology and Innovation

New technologies such as environmental DNA (eDNA), remote sensing, drone imagery, and
Al-assisted analysis can improve monitoring accuracy and reduce costs. CCC encourages the
Australian Government to invest in innovation grants and partnerships that enable these tools to
be applied in regional and Indigenous-led monitoring programs.

Transparent and Accessible Reporting

Progress toward the 2030 targets should be reported through open online dashboards that the
public can easily access. Transparency builds trust, enables collaboration, and supports
community participation in biodiversity protection.

In summary:

Monitoring must be inclusive, science-based, and collaborative. By improving data consistency,
embedding Indigenous knowledge, and supporting regional partnerships, Australia can deliver credible,
transparent reporting that demonstrates real progress toward halting and reversing biodiversity loss.
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