Capricorn Conservation Council
Environment Centre, Haigh Park, Wandal
PO Box 4011, ROCKHAMPTON QLD 4700

ccc@ccecqld.org.au | www.cccqld.org.au

26 June 2025

Chief Executive Officer
Livingstone Shire Council
PO Box 2292

YEPPOON QLD 4703

enquiries@livingstone.gld.gov.au

RE: Formal Objection to Development Application D-235-2024
Address: 1-41 Neville Street, Mulambin- Darumbal Country

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Darumbal Country.

Dear Chief Executive Officer,

We write jointly on behalf of the Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) and local resident
advocate Mr Andrew Vann to express our formal objection and concern regarding Development
Application D-235-2024. This application proposes the reconfiguration of one lot into 77
residential lots and two drainage reserve lots at 1-41 Neville Street, Mulambin.

We urge Council to immediately defer any approval of this application pending a comprehensive
ecological assessment and full consideration of relevant State and Federal environmental
obligations.

1. Presence of Critically Endangered Coastal Vine Thicket

Site surveys and photographic evidence confirm the presence of Coastal Vine Thicket at the
site—classified as Littoral Rainforest and Coastal Vine Thickets of Eastern Australia, a Critically
Endangered Ecological Community under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). This community also aligns with the national definition of
Semi-Evergreen Vine Thickets of the Brigalow Belt, and is subject to a formal National Recovery

Plan: National Recovery Plan for Semi-Evergreen Vine Thickets
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Under Section 18 of the EPBC Act, any action likely to have a significant impact on a listed
community must be referred to the Federal Minister. Failing to do so would represent a breach
of Commonwealth legislation.

In addition to its ecological significance, this ecosystem provides essential habitat for several
threatened species, including:

e The Black-breasted Button-quail (Turnix melanogaster) - listed as vulnerable under the
EPBC Act and reliant on intact vine thicket habitat for foraging and shelter

e The Squatter Pigeon (southern subspecies) (Geophaps scripta scripta) — also listed as
vulnerable and known to occur within similar dry rainforest ecosystems in Central
Queensland

2. Inconsistency with Livingstone Shire Council’'s Biodiversity Strategy

The proposed development directly contradicts the Livingstone Shire Council Biodiversity
Strategy 2021-2027, which identifies:

e Coastal Vine Thickets as a priority for protection and rehabilitation

e The need to maintain wildlife corridors, critical refugia, and climate-resilient
ecosystems

e A precautionary approach to protect habitat for vulnerable species including the Koala
(Phascolarctos cinereus), Glossy Black-Cockatoo, and Cycas ophiolitica

While there has been some discussion regarding the likelihood of Koala presence in this
particular ecosystem, we note that Koalas have historically been recorded in this region, and
their use of adjacent or interspersed vegetation types cannot be ruled out without further
ecological assessment.

The proposed development site is also located within a mapped Biodiversity Corridor and
contains RE 11.11.4 and RE 11.11.20, both of which support endangered and vulnerable
species under the EPBC Act and the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (QId).

3. Federal Referral Triggers and Ecological Risks

Environment Centre Livermore Street Rockhampton Darumbal Country | PO Box 4011 Rockhampton Q
4700 | ABN 14 846 165 788 | Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au | www.cccqld.org.au



The CCC submission (attached) identifies multiple potential EPBC Act referral triggers,
including:

e Sections 18 and 18A - Likely significant impacts on Koalas, Eastern Curlew, and
Coastal Vine Thicket

e Sections 20 and 20A - Potential impacts on migratory species due to light and noise
pollution, sedimentation, and stormwater runoff

We urge Council to advise the proponent to refer this proposal to the Department of Climate
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) before any further assessment or
determination.

4. Precautionary Principle and Duty of Care

We respectfully call on Council to uphold its duty of care and apply the precautionary principle
by requiring an independent ecological assessment including:

e Targeted botanical and fauna surveys
e Community-led verification of species and ecosystems

e On-ground field validation of Regional Ecosystems mapping

These actions are consistent with Council’s environmental responsibilities under its Corporate
Plan 2020-2030 and Biodiversity Strategy 2021-2027.

5. Community Support and Transparency

We note growing community concern about the proposed clearing and its impacts on habitat
connectivity, ecosystem function, and long-term biodiversity loss. CCC and local advocates are
prepared to provide:

e Photographic evidence confirming Coastal Vine Thicket presence on site

e Contact information for relevant community groups and ecological experts
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e Resident statements expressing opposition to the development

We thank Livingstone Shire Council for its leadership in environmental protection and urge that
this matter be referred for further internal and external investigation.

CCC is available to meet with Council officers or provide additional scientific input at any stage
to ensure the highest standards of biodiversity conservation are applied.

Additional Information:

A photographic compilation documenting the native species and ecosystems found within the
proposed development site is attached for Council’s reference. This includes observations of
Coastal Vine Thicket, native flora, and fauna such as red-tailed black cockatoos. The images
were taken in June 2025 at the following approximate locations:

e 1-41 Neville Street, Mulambin — Latitude: -23.1933, Longitude: 150.8032

e Lot 205 Beachside Circuit, Mulambin — Latitude: -23.1910, Longitude: 150.8050

Respectfully,

SG O/
£ capricorn 7
Conservation
Council Andrew Vann
Community Advocate and Resident
Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio) vann86@bigpond.com

Coordinator (Executive Officer)
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