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Acknowledgment of Country  
The Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Darumbal People as the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which the First Turkey Mountain Bike Reserve is 
located. We pay our respects to Elders past, present, and emerging, and recognise their continuing 
connection to land, waters, culture, and community.  

Introduction  
The CCC is a science-informed environmental advocacy organisation working across Central 
Queensland since 1973. We are guided by Traditional Owners and Elders in our environmental 
decision-making and committed to environmental justice.  

We welcome opportunities to participate in community consultations and development planning 
processes such as the First Turkey Mountain Bike Reserve Master Plan. However, our review raises 
several key concerns and opportunities for improvement, particularly regarding cultural 
consultation, ecological sensitivity, and sustainable infrastructure.  

  

1. Consultation with Traditional Owners  

We are concerned by the lack of explicit documentation regarding consultation with Darumbal 
Elders and Traditional Owners during the drafting of the Master Plan.  

Recommendation:  
Rockhampton Regional Council must ensure meaningful and early consultation with the  
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Darumbal People, not only as stakeholders but as co-governors of Country. This should include: ● 
Formal engagement with the Darumbal Enterprise and Darumbal People Aboriginal Corporation.  

● Cultural heritage assessments before further trail developments.  
● Ongoing cultural monitoring and partnerships with Darumbal Rangers or similar Indigenous 

land management groups.  
  

  

2. Ecological Considerations & Environmental Safeguards  

While we support inclusive, healthy recreation, we are concerned by the increased pressures on 
local flora and fauna within and adjacent to Mount Archer National Park.  

Key issues include:  

● Habitat disturbance from expanding trail networks.  
● Risks of erosion and sedimentation affecting creek systems like Moores Creek.  
● Increased human presence in sensitive areas potentially impacting threatened species.  

Recommendation:  
 The Master Plan must include a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), 
prioritising:  

● Biodiversity monitoring across trail zones.  
● Trail design principles that avoid critical habitat areas.  
● Environmental offsets and habitat restoration tied to infrastructure development.  

  

3. Cultural and Environmental Education  

There is an untapped opportunity to integrate Traditional Owner knowledge and science-based 
environmental education into the Master Plan.  

Recommendation:  
 We propose the inclusion of:  

● Interpretive signage co-designed with Darumbal knowledge holders.  
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● Citizen science projects (e.g., wildlife tracking, seasonal plant observations).  
● A biodiversity education hub at the trailhead developed in partnership with the Darumbal 

People and the local community (schools etc.)   

  

4. Support for Inclusive Infrastructure, With Caution  

CCC supports improvements such as adaptive trails and amenities that improve accessibility. 
However, infrastructure growth must be proportionate and sustainable.  

Recommendation:  
We support development that meets community needs without over-commercialising the space. 
Formal impact assessments, carrying capacity limits, and seasonal restrictions (e.g., during 
breeding seasons) must be part of trail expansion plans.  

  

5. Climate and Emissions Considerations  

We appreciate the plan’s alignment with local tourism growth but urge that infrastructure align with 
net-zero principles and climate resilience.  

Recommendation:  

● Use renewable energy for trailhead infrastructure (e.g., solar lighting, off-grid sanitation).  
● Promote low-emission transport options to and from the site.  
● Include vegetation planting as carbon offsets tied to new developments.  

  

Conclusion  

We believe that recreational infrastructure like First Turkey must serve both people and Country. It 
can only do so when developed in deep partnership with Traditional Owners and embedded in 
strong environmental science and community values.  

We request that Rockhampton Regional Council pause further trail expansion until:  
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1. Formal cultural consultation is documented;  
2. A full ecological assessment is conducted;  
3. Council co-designs an environmental management framework with Darumbal 

representatives and environmental NGOs like CCC.  

We would welcome the opportunity to further support the project through shared monitoring, co-
hosting community events, and assisting with cultural-ecological education planning.  

Respectfully,  

 

    C Sommers  

Author: Carlie Sommers (BScBio)  
Conservation Scientist  
CCCScientist@gmail.com   

                                                         

 

  

 
Editor: Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio)  

Coordinator (Executive Officer)  

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to 
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.  
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