27th February 2025
Queensland Government
Department of Environment, Tourism, Innovation and Science

destination2045@dtis.qld.gov.au

SUBMISSION : OFFICIAL SUBMISSION TO DESTINATION 2045: QUEENSLAND’S TOURISM
FUTURE CONSULTATION

Acknowledgment of Country:
Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and Elders
of the land and waters we work to conserve and protect.

Introduction

The Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) has been the voice for Central Queensland’s
environment since 1973. Guided by Traditional Owners and Elders, we work to protect, conserve,
and enhance biodiversity. CCC collaborates with the Queensland Conservation Council (QCC),
local councils, government agencies, not-for-profit organizations, landcare groups, universities,
and businesses to advocate for sustainable environmental policies.

Our submission aligns the Destination 2045: Queensland’s Tourism Future strategy with the
Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy 2021-2027, the Reef Traditional Owner Implementation
Plan, and the CCC Strategic Plan, ensuring Queensland’s tourism future prioritizes sustainability,
Traditional Owner leadership, and biodiversity protection.

Investment Attraction

1. Critical Investment Opportunities for Queensland’s Tourism Sector

To enhance Queensland’s tourism sector over the next 20 years, investment should prioritize:
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Eco-certified accommodation: Sustainable eco-lodges, floating reef platforms, and
off-grid wilderness retreats.

Green transport infrastructure: Expansion of electric buses, hydrogen-powered ferries,
and e-bike networks.

Indigenous-led tourism enterprises: Funding for Traditional Owner-run cultural centers,
storytelling trails, and ranger-guided eco-tours.

Regenerative tourism projects: Support for tourism-linked conservation activities such
as reef restoration, citizen science, and wildlife monitoring experiences.
Climate-resilient tourism infrastructure: Investment in cyclone-proof tourism assets,
coastal nature-based protection, and off-grid energy solutions.

2. Enhancing Government Processes for Tourism Investment

Mandate Indigenous consultation: Ensure Traditional Owners co-govern tourism
developments on Country.

Strengthen environmental protections in approvals: Require net-positive biodiversity
outcomes for all tourism projects.

Improve public-private partnerships: Incentivize private investment in ecotourism and
nature-based infrastructure.

Reduce bureaucratic delays: Streamline permit approvals for sustainable and
Indigenous-led tourism projects.

3. State Government'’s Role in Facilitating Investment in Tourism

Provide direct funding for eco and Indigenous-led tourism through grants and incentives.
Ensure tourism aligns with conservation goals by funding nature-based tourism in
National Parks and marine protected areas.

Prioritize sustainable infrastructure by investing in renewable energy for tourism
operations.

Regulate mass tourism impacts through visitor caps and conservation levies in sensitive
areas.

Tourism Experience Development

4. Initiatives to Realize Queensland’s Full Tourism Potential
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Al-powered wildlife tracking and citizen science tourism to engage visitors in
conservation.

Carbon-offset tourism booking platforms to encourage climate-conscious travel
choices.

Indigenous storytelling through immersive digital experiences (e.g., augmented reality
cultural heritage trails).

Smart eco-tourism hubs integrating solar energy, waste-free facilities, and digital
conservation education.

5. Underdeveloped Natural, Cultural, and Historical Tourism Resources

Indigenous cultural sites: Many First Nations stories and historical landmarks remain
underrepresented.

Lesser-known biodiversity hotspots: Focus on rainforest eco-tourism, volcanic craters,
and inland river systems.

Marine conservation tourism: Expand visitor experiences tied to Great Barrier Reef
restoration projects.

Heritage-listed outback sites: Promote fossil-rich landscapes and remote National
Parks as unique tourism destinations.

6. Maximizing Community Benefits from Tourism

Implement a “Tourism for Country” levy to fund conservation and Indigenous land
management.

Support community-owned tourism businesses to keep revenue within local regions.
Ensure ethical employment standards in tourism to prevent exploitation of workers and
Traditional Owners.

Create grants for environmental education programs within tourism initiatives.

7. Developing a Skilled Workforce for Exceptional Visitor Experiences

Indigenous-led tourism training programs to support First Nations-led hospitality and
guide employment.

Green skills training in sustainable tourism management and climate resilience.
Scholarships for conservation-focused tourism careers at universities and TAFE.
Stronger government-industry partnerships to ensure on-the-ground skills training in
ecotourism operations.
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Events Delivery

8. Queensland as a Tourism Events Destination

Queensland should be a multi-faceted events destination, focusing on:

Ecotourism and sustainability events (e.g., conservation festivals, reef restoration
events).

Indigenous cultural festivals showcasing First Nations storytelling, dance, and history.
Sporting events leveraging the 2032 Olympics to create lasting infrastructure and
tourism.

Multi-location and regional events that distribute tourism beyond major cities.
Science, innovation, and nature-based conferences that attract global environmental
leadership.

9. Benefits of Securing and Staging Events

10.

Environmental and conservation funding through event-linked levies or sponsorships.
First Nations employment and leadership in cultural events and land stewardship roles.
Increased tourism to regional areas, reducing the focus on high-density locations.
Sustainable event infrastructure that supports long-term environmental goals.
Opportunities for local businesses to engage with eco-conscious tourists.

Ensuring the Success and Long-Term Viability of Events

Provide long-term funding for sustainable and Indigenous-led events.

Mandate environmental impact assessments for all major events.

Support carbon-neutral event infrastructure and renewable energy-powered venues.
Ensure event funding prioritizes local communities rather than large corporate interests.
Create an eco-certification system for event vendors to minimize waste and resource
use.

Access and Connectivity
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11. Major Barriers to Access and Connectivity for Tourists in Queensland

e Lack of regional public transport — Invest in electric bus networks, sustainable shuttle
services, and rail expansion.

e Over-reliance on air travel — Promote low-carbon alternatives like high-speed rail and
ferry routes.

e Limited accessibility for remote Indigenous tourism experiences — Improve
infrastructure for eco-friendly transport in National Parks and Indigenous tourism hubs.

¢ Internet and mobile coverage gaps — Expand connectivity for remote tourism operators
and visitors.

12. Improving Transportation Options for Tourism Connectivity

e Develop a state-wide sustainable transport plan with electric rail, zero-emission buses,
and solar-powered water taxis.
Increase investment in high-speed rail to connect regional hubs with Brisbane.
Subsidize regional airlines to support eco-tourism in remote areas.
Build more eco-friendly transport corridors (e.g., cycling/walking trails, wildlife-sensitive
roads).

e Improve ferry and boat connectivity to offshore islands and marine conservation areas.

13. Role of Government in Improving Access and Connectivity

Invest in low-emission transport infrastructure, reducing reliance on cars and planes.
Prioritize accessibility to nature-based tourism through sustainable transport options.
Provide incentives for tourism operators to transition to electric and hydrogen-powered
fleets.

e Ensure all tourism destinations, including remote Indigenous sites, have reliable
transport access.

e Develop and fund a state-wide eco-friendly tourism transit system that connects national
parks, heritage sites, and Indigenous tourism destinations.

Conclusion

For Destination 2045 to be a leader in sustainable tourism, Queensland must prioritize:
Traditional Owner leadership in tourism governance.
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Tourism developments that regenerate ecosystems.
Infrastructure that supports nature-based and climate-positive tourism.
Community-driven tourism that benefits local economies and ecosystems.

Capricorn Conservation Council urges the Queensland Government to transition towards
nature-positive, Indigenous-led, and regenerative tourism, ensuring tourism growth supports
both people and the planet.

Respectfully,

Capricorn
Conse_rvatlon
Council

Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio)

Coordinator

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.
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Survey Answers:
Are you completing this survey today as part of a consultation session?

No

How can Queensland best deliver the attractive and adventurous experiences that
Queenslanders and visitors are seeking while showcasing and preserving our natural
environment?

Establish certified ecotourism experiences that directly contribute to conservation efforts, such
as reef monitoring, bush regeneration, and endangered species protection. Develop
eco-accreditation requirements for tourism businesses to ensure compliance with sustainability
standards. Promote low-carbon tourism options such as electric vehicle transport,
eco-accommodation, and carbon-offset activities. Invest in Indigenous-led nature-based tourism,
ensuring genuine partnerships with Traditional Owners that provide both employment
opportunities and the protection of cultural knowledge.

How can industry help to position Queensland as the leader in eco and nature-based
tourism?

Implement best-practice sustainability frameworks for all tourism operators, ensuring clear
accountability measures for environmental impact. Establish nature-based tourism hubs that
fund conservation initiatives, ensuring ecotourism actively restores and enhances biodiversity.
Encourage partnerships between the tourism industry, environmental NGOs, and Traditional
Owners to ensure all eco-tourism activities align with sustainability goals.

What can governments at all levels do to facilitate more development of eco and
nature-based tourism experiences?
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Implement stricter environmental impact assessments for all new tourism developments in
high-biodiversity areas. Establish Indigenous Tourism Business Grants to support Traditional
Owner-led tourism enterprises. Require all new tourism developments to integrate
environmental and cultural protection strategies.

What tourism-related outcomes would you like to see from Brisbane 20327

The Games should be promoted as the first fully sustainable Olympics, with eco-tourism at the
forefront. Introduce carbon offset programs where visitors contribute to reef restoration and land
conservation. Ensure Traditional Owners lead cultural engagement initiatives during the Games,
fostering authentic and respectful tourism experiences.

How can the tourism sector support and leverage infrastructure, event and destination
promotion opportunities before and after 20327

Olympic infrastructure should prioritize eco-friendly transport, with electric and
hydrogen-powered public transport systems. Long-term funding should be allocated to
eco-tourism development in natural areas post-Games.

What initiatives, including use of technology, are needed to realise our full tourism
potential?

Eco-certified accommodation: Investment in low-impact eco-lodges, floating reef platforms, and
off-grid wilderness retreats. Green transport infrastructure: Expansion of electric buses,
hydrogen-powered ferries, and e-bike networks to reduce tourism’s carbon footprint.
Indigenous-led tourism enterprises: Funding for Traditional Owner-run cultural centers,
storytelling trails, and ranger-guided eco-tours. Regenerative tourism projects: Support for
tourism-linked conservation activities, such as reef restoration, citizen science, and wildlife
monitoring experiences. Climate-resilient tourism infrastructure: Investment in cyclone-proof
tourism assets, coastal nature-based protection, and off-grid energy solutions.

What natural, cultural or historical resources in Queensland are currently
underdeveloped or not being used to their full potential as tourism attractions?

Mandate Indigenous consultation: Ensure Traditional Owners are co-governors of tourism
developments on Country. Stronger environmental protections in development approvals:
Require net-positive biodiversity outcomes for all tourism projects. Improve public-private
partnerships: Incentivize private investment in ecotourism and nature-based infrastructure.
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Reduce bureaucratic delays: Streamline permit approvals for sustainable and Indigenous-led
tourism projects.

What more can government and industry do to maximise community benefits from
tourism?

Provide direct funding for eco and Indigenous-led tourism through grants and incentives. Ensure
tourism aligns with conservation goals by funding nature-based tourism in National Parks and
marine protected areas. Prioritize sustainable infrastructure by investing in renewable energy for
tourism operations. Regulate mass tourism impacts through visitor caps and conservation levies
in sensitive areas.

What is needed to ensure the tourism industry has a skilled workforce to deliver
exceptional visitor experiences?

Al-powered wildlife tracking and citizen science tourism to engage visitors in conservation.
Carbon-offset tourism booking platforms to encourage climate-conscious travel choices.
Indigenous storytelling through immersive digital experiences (e.g., augmented reality cultural
heritage trails). Smart eco-tourism hubs integrating solar energy, waste-free facilities, and digital
conservation education.

What type of events destination does Queensland want to be? For example, sporting,
cultural, festivals, multi-day, multi-location etc.

Queensland should be a multi-faceted events destination with a strong focus on: Ecotourism
and sustainability events (e.g., conservation festivals, reef restoration events). Indigenous
cultural festivals showcasing First Nations storytelling, dance, and history. Sporting events
leveraging the 2032 Olympics to create lasting infrastructure and tourism. Multi-location and
regional events that distribute tourism beyond major cities. Science, innovation, and
nature-based conferences that attract global environmental leadership.

What type of benefits would you like to see from securing and staging events?

Environmental and conservation funding through event-linked levies or sponsorships. First
Nations employment and leadership in cultural events and land stewardship roles. Increased
tourism to regional areas, reducing the focus on high-density locations. Sustainable event
infrastructure that supports long-term environmental goals. Opportunities for local businesses to
engage with eco-conscious tourists.
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What can the government do to ensure the success (and in the case of recurring events,
the long-term viability) of events?

Provide long-term funding for sustainable and Indigenous-led events. Mandate environmental
impact assessments for all major events. Support carbon-neutral event infrastructure and
renewable energy-powered venues. Ensure event funding prioritizes local communities rather
than large corporate interests. Create an eco-certification system for event vendors to minimize
waste and resource use.

What are the major barriers to access and connectivity for tourists travelling around
Queensland, and how can these be addressed?

Lack of regional public transport — Invest in electric bus networks, sustainable shuttle services,
and rail expansion. Over-reliance on air travel — Promote low-carbon alternatives like
high-speed rail and ferry routes. Limited accessibility for remote Indigenous tourism experiences
— Improve infrastructure for eco-friendly transport in National Parks and Indigenous tourism
hubs. Internet and mobile coverage gaps — Expand connectivity for remote tourism operators
and visitors.

How can we improve transportation options (e.g. air, rail, road) to enhance connectivity
between key tourism destinations in Queensland?

Develop a state-wide sustainable transport plan with electric rail, zero-emission buses, and
solar-powered water taxis. Increase investment in high-speed rail to connect regional hubs with
Brisbane. Subsidize regional airlines to support eco-tourism in remote areas. Build more
eco-friendly transport corridors (e.g., cycling/walking trails, wildlife-sensitive roads). Improve
ferry and boat connectivity to offshore islands and marine conservation areas.

What is the most valuable role government can play in improving access and
connectivity for visitors to easily travel to, and within, Queensland?

Invest in low-emission transport infrastructure, reducing reliance on cars and planes. Prioritize
accessibility to nature-based tourism through sustainable transport options. Provide incentives
for tourism operators to transition to electric and hydrogen-powered fleets. Ensure all tourism
destinations, including remote Indigenous sites, have reliable transport access. Develop and
fund a state-wide eco-friendly tourism transit system that connects national parks, heritage sites,
and Indigenous tourism destinations.

Which of the following best describes your connection to the tourism industry?
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Conservation group

In which region do you operate?

Capricorn
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