14th March 2025

To: Deputy Premier & Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, and Planning
c/- Director, Improvement and Assessment Division
Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning

By email: ministerial.callin@dsdilgp.qgld.gov.au

Re: Submission on the Moonlight Range Wind Farm — Environmental, Cultural, and Social
Concerns

Acknowledgement of Country

The Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and
Elders of the lands and waters on which we work and advocate. We pay our deepest respects to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, past and present, who have cared for Country
since time immemorial. We recognize the invaluable role of Traditional Custodians in protecting
biodiversity, conserving natural and cultural heritage, and guiding sustainable land
management. We are committed to advocating for environmental policies that honor First
Nations knowledge and ensure the protection of Country for future generations.

Dear Deputy Premier,

The Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on
the Moonlight Range Wind Farm project. While CCC strongly supports the transition to
renewable energy, it is critical that these developments align with best-practice environmental
protection, cultural heritage considerations, and community well-being.

Key Concerns with the Moonlight Range Wind Farm Proposal

1. Environmental Impacts and Biodiversity Loss

The proposed development poses significant risks to biodiversity, including habitat destruction
for threatened species. The proponent's Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
(EPBC) referral identifies:

e 835 hectares of koala habitat at risk;
e 495 hectares of greater glider habitat under threat;
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e 1084 hectares of squatter pigeon habitat impacted;
e 444 hectares of potential cycas megacarpa habitat vulnerable to destruction.

Given Queensland’s poor track record on land clearing, these habitat losses cannot be offset
adequately. The cumulative impact of multiple renewable energy projects across the
region—including Moah Creek, Mount Hopeful, Clarke Creek, and Lotus Creek—has not been
sufficiently assessed. The CCC strongly urges the Government to declare the Moonlight Range
Wind Farm a controlled action under the EPBC Act and require a rigorous environmental impact
assessment (EIA) process.

2. Cultural Heritage Considerations and Traditional Owner Consultation

The First Nations Clean Enerqgy Strategy and our Renewables Framework Submission (2025)
emphasize the importance of First Nations leadership, free, prior, and informed consent, and
equitable partnerships. CCC urges the Government to ensure:

e A formal consultation process with Traditional Owners that goes beyond legal
minimums and is aligned with best-practice engagement models;

e The incorporation of Traditional Knowledge in environmental planning and impact
assessments;

e Protection of culturally significant landscapes and the development of genuine
benefit-sharing agreements;

e Recognition that First Nations peoples’ rights to self-determination extend to clean
energy development on their lands, requiring proactive consultation and consent
mechanisms.

3. Social and Community Impacts

Renewable energy projects must provide net benefits to local communities. The Government
should:

e Require early and meaningful community engagement, ensuring affected landholders
and local residents are involved in decision-making;

e Strengthen landholder protections by mandating fair compensation and community
benefit-sharing programs;

e Improve transparency on project approvals and impact assessments through a central
public portal;

Environment Centre Livermore Street Rockhampton Darumbal Country | PO Box 4011 Rockhampton Q
4700 | ABN 14 846 165 788 | Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au | www.cccqld.org.au


https://www.energy.gov.au/energy-and-climate-change-ministerial-council/working-groups/first-nations-engagement-working-group/first-nations-clean-energy-strategy
https://cccqld.org.au/news/submissions/

e Ensure that local communities, including First Nations groups, have pathways to
economic participation, workforce development, and project ownership as outlined in
the First Nations Clean Energy Strategy.

Alignment with Queensland’s Renewables Framework and First Nations Clean Energy Strategy

The CCC supports renewable energy development that aligns with best-practice environmental
and social governance. The First Nations Clean Energy Strategy and the Renewables
Framework highlight:

e Biodiversity Corridor Protections: Renewable Energy Zones (REZs) must integrate
mapped wildlife corridors to prevent fragmentation of habitats;

e Cumulative Impact Assessments: The Moonlight Range project should be assessed
alongside other regional developments to fully understand environmental trade-offs;

e Strategic Offsets: Any habitat destruction must be avoided first, minimized second, and
offset only as a last resort—with priority given to culturally significant areas identified by
Traditional Owners;

e First Nations Leadership and Participation: Renewable energy development must
provide equitable opportunities for First Nations peoples to lead, participate in, and
benefit from projects, including through employment, skills development, and
co-ownership models.

Recommendations

1. If the Moonlight Range project is called in, a rigorous environmental impact
assessment (EIA) and cultural heritage assessment process must be required, including
detailed studies on biodiversity, cumulative environmental impacts, and First Nations
cultural heritage values. These assessments should be conducted in partnership with
Traditional Owners, ensuring their leadership, consent, and the integration of
Traditional Knowledge to maintain integrity and accountability.

2. Mandate stronger biodiversity protections, including avoidance of high-value habitats
and meaningful offsets.

3. Enhance transparency and community engagement, ensuring local voices are heard in
decision-making.

4. Accelerate Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) planning, directing projects to areas of lower
environmental and cultural sensitivity.
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5. Ensure First Nations peoples have self-determined opportunities to participate in clean
energy projects, including through business development, workforce participation, and
long-term economic benefits.

The Capricorn Conservation Council believes that Queensland can lead the way in responsible
renewable energy development. However, projects like Moonlight Range must not undermine the
very ecosystems we seek to protect from climate change. We urge the Government to take a
precautionary approach, ensuring that renewable energy expansion aligns with strong
environmental, cultural, and social safeguards.

We welcome further discussions on this matter and look forward to seeing a decision that
reflects Queensland’s commitment to a just and sustainable clean energy transition.
Respectfully,

y Capricorn
Conse_rvatlon
Council

S Guonge

Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio)

Coordinator

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.
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