22nd February 2025

Mr. Nigel Hutton MP
Member for Keppel
Keppel@parliament.gld.gov.au

Dear Nigel Hutton,
Subject: Urgent Consultation Regarding Flying Foxes in Todd Avenue, Yeppoon

| am writing in response to your recent call for community feedback regarding the flying fox
colony along Todd Avenue, Yeppoon. | appreciate your attention to the concerns of local
residents affected by noise, odour, and other disturbances. However, it is crucial to acknowledge
that flying foxes are a vital part of our natural ecosystem, playing a significant role in pollination
and seed dispersal across Queensland.

To ensure that management strategies reflect both ecological responsibility and community
needs, | urge you to immediately liaise with the Natural Resource Management (NRM) Team at
Livingstone Shire Council. Their experience in managing local environmental concerns, as
outlined in the Statement of Management Intent for Flying Fox Roost Management, will provide
essential guidance in ensuring that any response is both legally sound and ecologically
responsible. Consulting with Darumbal Enterprises, particularly the Darumbal Rangers, will also
be crucial to ensure that all management strategies respect cultural heritage and align with
Indigenous knowledge systems regarding land and wildlife care. Additionally, collaborating with
the Bat Care Capricornia Group would offer invaluable insights, as their expertise in humane
wildlife management can help strike a balance between community concerns and animal
welfare.

In accordance with the Livingstone Shire Council’s Flying Fox Management Guidelines, the
focus should shift from dispersal to habitat management. Instead of attempting to move the
flying foxes—an approach that has proven ineffective and often exacerbates stress for both the
animals and residents—modifying the vegetation around roosting sites should be prioritized. By
strategically trimming or removing roost-attracting trees in key areas, while maintaining
essential habitats elsewhere, buffer zones can be created between residential spaces and
roosting sites. This can help alleviate direct human-wildlife conflicts without compromising the
ecological role of these animals. Furthermore, | recommend launching community education
initiatives to help residents better understand the vital role flying foxes play in pollination and
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seed dispersal. By fostering a sense of coexistence and raising awareness, much of the anxiety
around their presence can be significantly reduced.

Regular monitoring of the flying fox population should be conducted in line with the
recommendations of the Flying Fox National Count Report (2018), published by the Department
of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW). This monitoring will help
track population trends, seasonal movements, and potential changes in roost dynamics,
allowing for more targeted and effective management strategies as the situation evolves.

In terms of immediate relief for affected residents, | encourage the use of non-intrusive
mitigation strategies. Practical measures such as installing noise-reducing barriers, increasing
cleaning schedules for public spaces, and constructing shade structures can help minimize the
direct impact on residents without disrupting the natural behavior of the flying foxes. These
steps would allow for a more harmonious coexistence while protecting the integrity of the local
ecosystem.

It is essential to recognize that we share this environment with flying foxes, and their presence
reflects the health and vitality of our natural ecosystems. Rather than focusing on dispersal,
which merely shifts the issue to another area, a balanced and ecologically responsible
management approach will benefit both residents and wildlife. | am available to assist in
facilitating communications with relevant stakeholders or providing further resources to support
this process.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. | look forward to your response and am
confident that, with cooperation and careful management, we can find a solution that respects
both community concerns and environmental priorities.

Respectfully,

Capricorn
Conse_rvatlon
Council

Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio) Coordinator

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.
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