21st November 2024

The Assessment Manager - Livingstone Shire Council
PO Box 2292

YEPPOON QLD 4703

enquiries@livingstone.qld.gov.au

SUBJECT : OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION No. D-235-2024

Acknowledgment of Country:
Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and Elders
of the land and waters we work to conserve and protect.

About Capricorn Conservation Council

The Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC), established in 1973, is Central Queensland’s leading
environmental advocacy group. Our mission is to conserve biodiversity, promote sustainable
development, and protect the region’s unique natural and cultural heritage. CCC collaborates
with communities, government agencies, and stakeholders to champion environmental
management that aligns with regional and global sustainability goals.

Introduction

This submission objects to Development Application D-235-2024 for the reconfiguration of two
lots into 26 lots, including access and services easements. The proposed development raises
significant environmental, ecological, and community concerns. This objection aligns with the
Livingstone Shire Council’s Biodiversity Strategy, Our Living Coast Strategy, and Bushfire
Management Plan 2020-2022. Additionally, it identifies multiple triggers under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).

Key Concerns and Non-Alignment with Policies
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1. Impacts on Regional Ecosystems and Threatened Flora and Fauna

Regional Ecosystems Affected:
The development site encompasses significant regional ecosystems, including:

RE 11.11.4: Woodland dominated by Eucalyptus crebra and Corymbia citriodora,
providing habitat for species such as Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala, Endangered).
RE 11.11.20: Open woodland dominated by Eucalyptus platyphylla and Lophostemon
suaveolens, critical for migratory birds and other fauna.

Threatened and Vulnerable Flora and Fauna:

Koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus): Endangered under the EPBC Act; reliant on Eucalyptus
crebra for food and shelter.

Cycas ophiolitica (Marlborough Blue): Endangered under the EPBC Act; significant
populations occur near the proposed site.

Glossy Black-Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami): Vulnerable under state legislation;
depends on hollow-bearing trees and food sources within these ecosystems.

Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis): Critically Endangered under the EPBC
Act; impacted by increased runoff into Mulambin Creek.

Policy Misalignment:

Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy: Clearing these ecosystems will fragment critical
habitat and corridors, reducing ecological connectivity essential for species like
Petauroides volans (Greater Glider) and Dasyurus maculatus (Spotted-tailed Quoll,
Endangered).

Our Living Coast Strategy: Contradicts objectives to protect and restore ecosystems
critical for native species' survival.

Recommendations:

1.

Retain all vegetation within RE 11.11.4 and RE 11.11.20 to preserve critical habitat for
listed species.

Implement conservation offsets focused on re-establishing corridors for species such as
Calyptorhynchus lathami and Numenius madagascariensis.

Conduct detailed ecological surveys to assess the presence and population density of
Cycas ophiolitica before approving any vegetation clearing.



2. Wildlife Corridors and Habitat Fragmentation

The proposed development intersects a mapped biodiversity corridor, vital for the movement of
native species such as:

e Greater Glider (Petauroides volans): Dependent on continuous canopy cover provided by
Eucalyptus tereticornis.

e Black Flying Fox (Pteropus alecto): A keystone species responsible for pollination and
seed dispersal; relies on access to diverse flowering eucalyptus species.

Policy Misalignment:

e Our Living Coast Strategy: Disrupting corridors through clearing and subdivision
undermines long-term ecological integrity.

Recommendations:

1. Preserve and enhance biodiversity corridors through conservation zones and targeted
revegetation efforts.

2. Integrate wildlife-friendly infrastructure, such as canopy bridges, to mitigate
fragmentation impacts.

3. Mandate offsets to improve connectivity for species like Phascolarctos cinereus and
Petauroides volans.

3. Coastal Hazards and Stormwater Management
Impacts Identified:

e Increased stormwater runoff threatens nearby Mulambin Creek, an essential habitat for
migratory shorebirds such as Limosa lapponica baueri (Bar-tailed Godwit, Vulnerable).

e Sedimentation and erosion from the development site are likely to degrade water quality
in downstream estuarine and marine environments.

Policy Misalignment:



e Bushfire Management Plan 2020-2022: Overlapping coastal and bushfire hazards
exacerbate risks, yet the proposed development provides inadequate mitigation
strategies.

e Coastal Hazard Overlay: The application fails to comply with erosion control measures
and setback requirements for environmentally sensitive areas.

Recommendations:

1. Implement bio-retention systems and rain gardens to manage stormwater runoff
effectively.

2. Introduce sediment traps and enforce erosion control measures during construction.

3. Maintain a minimum 100-meter buffer zone along Mulambin Creek to protect aquatic
ecosystems and shorebird habitats.

4. EPBC Act Triggers
The following provisions of the EPBC Act are triggered:

1. Section 18 and 18A: Impacts on listed threatened species and ecological communities.
o Habitat destruction for Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala) and Cycas ophiolitica.
o Direct impact on migratory bird species, including Numenius madagascariensis
and Limosa lapponica baueri.
2. Section 20 and 20A: Impacts on migratory species.
o Increased noise and light pollution are likely to disrupt foraging and nesting
behavior in Numenius madagascariensis.

Recommendations:

1. Refer the development application to the Federal Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water for assessment under the EPBC Act.

2. Enhance habitat restoration and offset plans to address the loss of critical ecosystems
for species like Numenius madagascariensis.

3. Develop Species Management Plans for all EPBC-listed flora and fauna, including Cycas
ophiolitica and Phascolarctos cinereus.




5. Community Concerns

The proposed development undermines community safety, amenity, and natural heritage values.
Key concerns include:

e Single-access roads compromising emergency evacuation.
e Loss of green spaces reducing residents’ quality of life and recreation opportunities.
e Increased traffic volume exacerbating safety risks for children and families.

Policy Misalignment:

e Livingstone Planning Scheme: Inadequate attention to community safety and public
amenity conflicts with the planning scheme’s objectives.

Recommendations:

1. Redesign access roads to ensure multiple evacuation routes.
2. Introduce green spaces and community parks within the development plan.
3. Reduce housing density to alleviate traffic and maintain local character.

Conclusion

The Capricorn Conservation Council strongly opposes this development in its current form due
to its significant environmental and community impacts. The proposal fails to align with
Livingstone Shire Council strategies and triggers multiple provisions of the EPBC Act.

Key Recommendations:

e Retain and protect critical ecosystems supporting species such as Phascolarctos
cinereus, Cycas ophiolitica, and Numenius madagascariensis.

e Mandate EPBC Act referral and enforce comprehensive offsets for impacted MNES
(Matters of National Environmental Significance).

e Redesign the subdivision to preserve biodiversity corridors and improve community
safety.

Capricorn Conservation Council remains committed to advocating for sustainable development
that respects the environment, community, and Country.
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We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.



