21st November 2024

The Assessment Manager - Livingstone Shire Council
PO Box 2292

YEPPOON QLD 4703

enquiries@livingstone.qld.gov.au

SUBJECT : OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION No. D-346-2021
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FOR RECONFIGURING 2 LOTS INTO 26 LOTS WITH ACCESS AND
SERVICES EASEMENTS

Acknowledgment of Country:
Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and Elders
of the land and waters we work to conserve and protect.

About Capricorn Conservation Council

The Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC), established in 1973, is Central Queensland’s leading
environmental advocacy group. CCC is dedicated to conserving biodiversity, promoting
sustainable development, and protecting the region’s natural and cultural heritage. We engage
with communities, government, and industry to advocate for effective and responsible
environmental management aligned with global and regional sustainability goals.

Subject: Objection and Recommendations Regarding Development Application D-346-2021

The Capricorn Conservation Council objects to the proposed reconfiguration of two lots into 26
lots, including access and services easements at Lot 22 on SP320108 (36 Noon Drive). This
submission outlines key environmental, ecological, and legislative concerns. Recommendations
align with the Livingstone Shire Council Biodiversity Strategy (2021-2027) and findings from
Livingstone Shire Council and Ecosure assessments.

1. Regional Ecosystems and Native Flora Impact
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Impacted Regional Ecosystems
The site contains critical ecosystems identified in the Ecosure Report, including:

e 11.11.4: Eucalyptus crebra woodland +/- Corymbia citriodora, Eucalyptus tereticornis, and
Lophostemon suaveolens, with Xanthorrhoea spp. and Macrozamia spp. forming a key
shrub layer.

e 11.11.20: Eucalyptus platyphylla woodland, significant for biodiversity maintenance
within the lowland ecosystem.

Significant Flora
The following species of conservation significance are present:

e Cycas ophiolitica (Marlborough Blue): Listed as endangered under the EPBC Act and the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 (NC Act). Essential habitat for this species is mapped
across 31.14 hectares of the site (Livingstone Shire Council).

Macrozamia serpentina: Endangered species endemic to the region’s serpentine soils.
Xanthorrhoea spp.: Integral to ecosystem function and soil stability (Ecosure).

Recommendations

1. Vegetation Retention: Retain high-value vegetation dominated by Eucalyptus crebra and
Cycas ophiolitica to protect critical habitat.

2. Environmental Offsets: Implement offsets per the Queensland Environmental Offsets
Policy, focusing on revegetation with Cycas ophiolitica and Macrozamia serpentina
(Livingstone Shire Council).

3. Covenants: Apply environmental covenants to protect vegetation on Lots 3, 4, 23, and 32
for long-term conservation (Ecosure).

2. Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity
Impacted Fauna

e Koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus): Classified as endangered under the EPBC Act, relying
on Eucalyptus tereticornis and Eucalyptus crebra for shelter and food (Ecosure).



Greater Glider (Petauroides volans): Requires continuous canopy cover, fragmented by
the proposed clearing.

Black Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus spp.): Depend on hollow-bearing trees for nesting
(Livingstone Shire Council).

Recommendations

1.

Wildlife Corridors: Retain vegetation along riparian zones to ensure safe fauna
movement and habitat connectivity (Ecosure).

Pre-Clearing Surveys: Engage fauna spotter-catchers to manage the relocation of
affected species (Livingstone Shire Council).

Habitat Augmentation: Install artificial nesting boxes for Petauroides volans and
Calyptorhynchus spp. in adjacent retained areas (Ecosure).

3. Hydrology and Soil Management

Potential Impacts

Increased runoff and sedimentation risks to Fig Tree Creek and downstream
ecosystems.

Vegetation clearing may destabilize soil, exacerbating erosion (Livingstone Shire
Council).

Recommendations

1.

Water-Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD): Integrate bio-retention swales, rain gardens, and
permeable surfaces to manage runoff (Livingstone Shire Council).

Riparian Buffers: Establish 100-meter vegetated buffer zones along watercourses
(Ecosure).

Erosion Controls: Enforce staged clearing protocols and sediment traps during
construction (Livingstone Shire Council).

4. EPBC Act 1999 Triggers

Significant Impacts



This proposal triggers several provisions of the EPBC Act:

1. Cycas ophiolitica: Habitat clearing for this endangered species constitutes a significant
impact under Section 18 and 18A of the Act (Livingstone Shire Council).

2. Migratory Birds: The site provides habitat for species protected under international
agreements, triggering Sections 20 and 20A (Ecosure).

3. Koalas: The loss of critical food and shelter trees significantly impacts this endangered
population (Livingstone Shire Council).

Recommendations for Referral

1. EPBC Act Referral: The proponent must refer the project to the Department of Climate
Change, Energy, the Environment, and Water (DCCEEW).

2. Offset Strategy: Require compliance with the EPBC Act by ensuring comprehensive
offsets for residual impacts on Cycas ophiolitica, migratory species, and Phascolarctos
cinereus.

5. Alignment with Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy
The development proposal conflicts with the Biodiversity Strategy’s goals, including:

e Action 4.4: Prioritizing habitat restoration.
e Standard 3.1: Preventing unnecessary habitat clearing (Livingstone Shire Council).

Recommendations

1. Independent Audits: Conduct audits to ensure compliance with biodiversity conservation
objectives (Livingstone Shire Council).

2. Community and Cultural Engagement: Collaborate with Darumbal Traditional Owners to
integrate cultural knowledge into site planning (Ecosure).

6. Conclusion

The Capricorn Conservation Council urges Livingstone Shire Council to reject Development
Application D-346-2021. The proposal’s environmental and legislative conflicts necessitate its



reconsideration. Should the project proceed, stringent mitigation measures must be enforced to
ensure biodiversity preservation and compliance with state and federal legislation.

Key Recommendations:

e Preserve ecosystems critical to Cycas ophiolitica, Phascolarctos cinereus, and
Petauroides volans.
Refer the project under the EPBC Act and enforce offsets for all impacted MNES.
Align the development with the Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy and establish
permanent covenants for ecosystem protection.

Respectfully,

Capricorn
Conservation
Council

Sophie George (BEnvS BSciBio)

Coordinator

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters we conserve and protect. We pay respect to
the Elders and Ancestors for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of Country.



