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On behalf of the Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC), I appreciate the opportunity to

provide feedback on the Draft Sustainable Ocean Plan. This submission aims to highlight

key gaps, missing elements, contradictions, and errors within the draft plan and provide

specific recommendations to align it more closely with national and regional sustainability

goals, as outlined in the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan, the Great Barrier Reef

Traditional Owner Report, and the Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy.

Key Areas of Concern and Recommendations

1. Climate Action

Gaps Identified:

The Draft Sustainable Ocean Plan lacks a comprehensive climate adaptation strategy

specifically tailored for marine environments. There is minimal reference to

resilience-building measures, such as coral restoration or carbon sequestration initiatives,

which are critical components of climate adaptation.

Recommendations:

● Develop a robust climate adaptation framework that includes specific actions to

mitigate the effects of marine heatwaves and coral bleaching.

● Incorporate strategies for carbon sequestration in marine ecosystems, such as blue

carbon initiatives.

● Align these measures with the Reef 2050 Plan’s climate action objectives to enhance

the resilience of ocean ecosystems to climate change impacts.

2. First Nations Involvement
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Missing Elements:

The draft does not adequately involve Traditional Owners or integrate Traditional Ecological

Knowledge (TEK) into ocean management strategies. This omission contradicts the goals

outlined in the Great Barrier Reef Traditional Owner Report, which emphasizes the

importance of cultural heritage protection and co-management.

Recommendations:

● Establish a clear framework for co-management with Traditional Owners, ensuring

they have a meaningful role in decision-making processes.

● Integrate TEK into marine conservation practices and policy development,

recognizing the cultural and spiritual significance of the ocean for First Nations

peoples.

● Develop specific indicators to measure the level of First Nations involvement in

ocean management and the integration of TEK.

3. Protect and Restore

Contradictions and Errors:

The draft’s focus on economic activities, such as fishing and tourism, potentially undermines

its commitment to protecting and restoring marine habitats. This emphasis conflicts with the

Reef 2050 Plan and the Livingstone Shire Biodiversity Strategy, which prioritize habitat

protection and species recovery.

Recommendations:

● Clearly define and prioritize critical marine habitats for protection and restoration,

such as coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds.

● Implement species-specific recovery plans, including measures to reduce bycatch

and habitat disturbance.

● Align economic activities with sustainable practices to ensure they contribute

positively to marine conservation goals.

4. Industry Involvement
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Gaps Identified:

The draft lacks a balanced approach that considers both economic development and

ecological health. The emphasis on industry growth needs to be counterbalanced with strong

regulations to prevent environmental degradation.

Recommendations:

● Develop and enforce stringent environmental regulations for industries operating in

marine environments, particularly those that impact biodiversity and water quality.

● Promote sustainable practices within industries, such as eco-friendly tourism and

sustainable fisheries management.

● Create economic incentives for businesses that adopt sustainable practices, aligning

industry involvement with conservation goals.

5. Collaboration and Stakeholder Engagement

Missing Elements:

There is insufficient emphasis on collaboration with local communities, NGOs, and other

stakeholders, which is essential for effective ocean management. The draft lacks

mechanisms for stakeholder engagement, which is critical for fostering community support

and stewardship.

Recommendations:

● Establish formal partnerships with local communities, conservation organizations,

and industry stakeholders to collaboratively manage marine resources.

● Develop community-driven initiatives and public awareness campaigns to increase

local involvement in ocean conservation.

● Regularly review and adapt the plan based on feedback from all stakeholders to

ensure it remains relevant and effective.

6. Equity, Inclusion, and Knowledge Sharing

Contradictions:

The draft plan does not adequately address equity and inclusion, particularly in terms of
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access to resources and decision-making processes. There is also a lack of emphasis on

knowledge sharing between government, researchers, and the community.

Recommendations:

● Ensure equitable access to ocean resources and decision-making processes for all

community members, including marginalized groups.

● Facilitate knowledge sharing and capacity-building initiatives to empower local

communities and enhance their ability to participate in ocean management.

● Develop a centralized data platform for sharing biodiversity and conservation data

among all stakeholders.

Conclusion

The Capricorn Conservation Council is committed to working with the Queensland

Government to enhance ocean sustainability and ensure the long-term health of our marine

environments. We believe that by addressing the gaps, missing elements, contradictions,

and errors identified in this submission, the Draft Sustainable Ocean Plan can more

effectively achieve its vision for a sustainable ocean and ocean economy.

We welcome the opportunity for further discussion and collaboration to strengthen this plan.

Thank you for considering our feedback.

Respectfully,

​​Sophie George (BEnvSc BScBio)

Coordinator

A voice for the environment- for this generation and the next!
Environment Centre, Haigh Park, Wandal
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We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders of the land and waters which we conserve and

protect. We pay respect to the Elders, past and present for they hold the memories, the culture, and the dreams

of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. Sovereignty was never ceded, this always was, always will be

Aboriginal Land.
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