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Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) provide detailed feedback on the proposed

Performance Framework for Queensland’s Biodiversity Strategy 2030, as part of the

consultation process. Our comments are informed by the goals outlined in the Queensland

Government's Biodiversity Community Summary and Livingstone Shire Council’s

outstanding Our Living Environment: Biodiversity Strateqgy.

Part A: Biodiversity Outcomes

We believe that Queensland's Biodiversity Strategy Framework should focus on the
protection, restoration and enhancement of key ecosystems, particularly in Central
Queensland, such as coastal dune systems, dry rainforests, and ecosystems of
environmental significance . Ensuring the resilience of these areas is critical to safeguarding

threatened species and maintaining ecosystem services that benefit the entire community.

Part B: Performance Framework Confidence and Improvements

We are moderately confident that the proposed Performance Framework, with its continuous
improvement approach and clear targets, has the potential to drive meaningful biodiversity
conservation outcomes. While the framework emphasizes adaptive management, its
effectiveness will depend on clear regional targets, adequate funding, ongoing stakeholder
engagement, and the integration of Traditional Ecological Knowledge across the region.

Part C: Proposed Targets

1. Protect Target: We support the Protect target, aiming to safeguard areas of high

biodiversity value and contribute to the national 30-by-30 target. Achieving this will
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require strong management practices, comprehensive monitoring, and the expansion

of protected areas, particularly in biodiversity hotspots identified in the community
summary document.

2. Restore Target: We are moderately confident in the feasibility of restoring two million
hectares of degraded ecosystems by 2030, provided sufficient funding and
coordinated efforts are in place. CCC’s ongoing restoration projects in Central
Queensland are aligned with this target, focusing on coastal dunes, riparian zones
and endangered ecosystems.

3. Recover Target: Improving recovery outcomes for threatened species is vital.
Success will depend on species-specific recovery plans, habitat protection, and
coordinated stakeholder engagement to implement effective conservation strategies.

4. Mitigate Target: The target to mitigate key threats, such as habitat loss, invasive
species, and climate change impacts, is crucial for enhancing biodiversity resilience.
Comprehensive threat management strategies and resources to Livingstone Shire
Council will be essential to achieve this target.

5. Mainstream Target: Integrating biodiversity considerations into government,
business, and community decision-making is essential for sustainable development.
This target encourages responsible actions that minimize negative impacts on
ecosystems. We encourage the Queensland Government to invest in Livingstone
Shire Council to deliver this Target.

6. Connect Target: Increasing public awareness and engagement is fundamental.
Educating communities on conservation efforts will foster a culture of stewardship,
ensuring that more people participate in biodiversity protection. Capricorn
Conservation Council and Livingstone Shire Council propose to lead and guide this

target, alongside Traditional Owners and the Queensland Government.

Part D: Contributions by CCC and LSC

Capricorn Conservation Council and Livingstone Shire Council is actively involved in

initiatives that contribute to each target:

e Protect: Advocacy for expanding protected areas, partnerships to safeguard

biodiversity, and monitoring activities.

Environment Centre Livermore Street Rockhampton | PO Box 4011 Rockhampton Q 4700
ABN 14 846 165 788 | Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au | www.cccqld.org.au



e Restore: Local habitat restoration projects in degraded ecosystems, focusing on
coastal dunes and riparian zones.

e Recover: Species monitoring and habitat enhancement to support threatened
species recovery.

e Mitigate: Invasive species management, promoting sustainable land use, and
developing climate resilience strategies.

e Mainstream: Advocacy for integrating biodiversity considerations into planning and
decision-making processes.

e Connect: Community engagement programs to increase awareness and involvement

in conservation efforts.

Part E: Additional Feedback and Recommendations

Information and Activities Needed: To effectively implement these targets, we recommend:

e Protect: Comprehensive biodiversity mapping and habitat assessments.

e Restore: Baseline data on ecosystem conditions and ongoing progress tracking.

e Recover: Species-specific data collection and monitoring to guide recovery efforts.

e Mitigate: Identifying and addressing key threats, including habitat destruction and
invasive species.

e Mainstream: Training and capacity-building for decision-makers in government and
business.

e Connect: Public awareness campaigns and citizen science initiatives to engage the

community.

Indicators and Data Integration: We suggest developing additional indicators such as habitat
fragmentation rates, community engagement levels, and the spread and management of
invasive species. Improving data integration across government and non-government

entities will support comprehensive reporting against biodiversity targets.

Indigenous Leadership: To respect the rights and enhance the involvement of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, the strategy should incorporate co-management roles, use
Traditional Ecological Knowledge, and establish indicators that track engagement and

co-stewardship arrangements.
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Opportunities for Improvement: We recommend developing centralized biodiversity data
platforms, fostering public-private partnerships, and ensuring transparent reporting through

online dashboards and the Queensland State of the Environment reports.

Conclusion

We appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed Performance
Framework and are committed to supporting the Queensland Government’s efforts to
achieve its biodiversity goals by 2030. CCC and LSC are dedicated to contributing our

expertise and resources to protect and enhance Queensland’s natural heritage.

Thank you for considering our feedback. Should you require further information or wish to

discuss our recommendations, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Respectfully,

S Guange

Sophie George (BEnvSc BScBio)
Coordinator

Capricorn
Conservation
Council

A voice for the environment- for this generation and the next!
Environment Centre, Haigh Park, Wandal
PO Box 4011 ROCKHAMPTON QLD 4700

ccc@ccecgld.org.au | www.cccgld.org.au

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders of the land and waters which we conserve and
protect. We pay respect to the Elders, past and present for they hold the memories, the culture, and the dreams
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. Sovereignty was never ceded, this always was, always will be

Aboriginal Land.
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