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30th August 2024

Mayor Adam Belot and Deputy Mayor Pat Eastwood,

RE: Trees, Keppel Street Esplanade, Emu Park- Livingstone Shire Council

Capricorn Conservation Council, Capricornia’s local environmental advocacy group,
come to you with concerns of the community planted, endemic tree removal from the Emu Park
foreshore. Capricorn Conservation Council have come to you on behalf of our members, the
Emu Park community and the environment.

Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledges prior sand dune vandalisation, tree
poisoning and removal across the coast line, which Livingstone Shire Council managed and
mitigated in an efficient and appropriate manner. These acts of vandalism are considered
environmental damage, impacting sand dunes and coastline and are subject to legislation such
as the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and the Coastal Protection and Management Act
1995.

Capricorn Conservation Council encourages Livingstone Shire Council to again mitigate
and manage the removal of endemic native vegetation in this instance. Capricorn Conservation
Council acknowledges that community plantings of these endemic species were not authorized
by Livingstone Shire Council. Capricorn Conservation Council proposes to collaborate with the
community alongside Livingstone Shire to remedy their removal in a Council-approved manner.

Capricorn Conservation Council determined, regardless of authorisation, these endemic,
community planted species were protecting sand dunes, preventing erosion and enhancing
biodiversity. Capricorn Conservation Council would like to collaborate with the community and
Livingstone Shire Council to plan and execute Vegetation Recovery Plan in this area.

Capricorn Conservation Council recently became aware that the removal of these
community-planted endemic species (by Livingstone Shire Council) will be ratified in an
upcoming Council Committee Meeting, Tuesday the 2nd of September. Capricorn Conservation
Council recommends in this meeting a resolution to this matter is discussed, Capricorn
Conservation Council recommends a community-based Vegetation Recovery Plan, providing
authorisation for ongoing community planting, which Capricorn Conservation Council and
Livingstone Shire Council may facilitate.
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Capricorn Conservation Council would also like to elevate the voice of our members,
advising that Livingstone Shire Council should prioritize and value the unique flora and fauna
species diversity of our area as Caring for Country, tourism, wellbeing and lifestyle assets.
Livingstone Shire Council should be aware of the associated impacts of clearing sand dune
endemic vegetation- during a climate crisis, and our members reinforce the need for strategies
for mitigating the effects of global warming. This advice is inline with Livingstone Shire Council’s
existing Biodiversity Strategy, Queensland Climate Resilient Councils Program, Our Living
Coast Strategy, and Biosecurity Plan: native vegetation clearing is not a solution.

Capricorn Conservation Council highly values its working relationship with Livingstone
Shire Council. Capricorn Conservation Council respects and acknowledges the work of the
Council to protect our coast, biodiversity and community as per the Strategies listed above and
relevant State and Federal Legislation. Capricorn Conservation Council looks forward to
working in collaboration with Livingstone Shire Council and the community to resolve this issue
and prevent further environmental damage, vandalisation and unauthorized plantings- including
their removal.

Respectfully,

Sophie George (BEnvS BSBio)

Coordinator
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