Hon Michelle Landry Federal MP

Member for Capricornia

Deputy Chair of House Standing Committee on Industry, Science and Resources
Liberal National Party of Queensland

PO BOX 1919, Rockhampton Q 4700

michelle.landry.mp@aph.gov.au

RE: Strengthening the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act (EPBC Act) 1999

Hon Michelle Landry Federal MP,

We write to you on behalf of Capricorn Conservation Council, Queensland Conservation
Council and our members to request better protection for our environment and its
biodiversity by strengthening the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (EPBC Act,).

Each year, hundreds of thousands of hectares of forest and woodland are lost in
Queensland. The destruction of habitat is driving the extinction crisis and our state and
federal laws are allowing this destruction to continue. As we have seen on the Yeppoon &
Emu Park road upgrade this year, the destruction of the Capricorn Caves endangered Semi
Evergreen Vine Thicket, and Remnant Vegetation clearing for Renewables; the acts being
committed against our unique biodiversity are not mitigated & managed responsibly nor
sustainably and the ones committing the acts are not being held accountable for the
destruction.

With iconic species at the brink of extinction such as the Ghost Bat, Greater Glider, the Koala
and much of our unique birdlife. Our forests, bushlands and woodlands need to be
conserved, protected, and regenerated in line with the traditional practices of the
Traditional Owners and Elders who have cared for this Country for well over 65,000 years.

Right now, the new federal nature laws are being drafted, and with the majority of clearing
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in Central Queensland not being referred for assessment under the current Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act, the reforms must get things right for

the current needs of nature this time around. The Nature Positive Plan released in late 2022
laid out the pathway forward for the urgent reforms and the government committed to
implementing the recommendations in full. However, time is ticking quickly and nature
needs the reforms implemented NOW.

Capricorn Conservation Council has been working hard to educate, revegetate, conserve and
protect nature and biodiversity across the region. We have been working with landholders,
businesses, community members, councils, other environmental organisations and
education centres to come together and take ACTION against land clearing all while
repairing the damage done. We are calling on YOU to stand with us and reform the law to
ensure the unique biodiversity of Central Queensland is protected and conserved for
generations to come.

Together, our community and our members have created a banner for you that showcases
only some of the endangered species that groups & organisations nationwide are fighting
hard to protect. The banner was so kindly decorated by our youth members at our recent
50th Anniversary celebration. ALL members of our community and greater region, young &
old are asking CCC and you to protect our environment, biodiversity and ecosystems.

We have also provided digital artwork, by Indigenous Artist Mitchell- Thoolbar Designs. You

are welcome to use this banner on your media platforms, supporting the protection of these
threatened and endangered species. Thoolbar Designs has been employed by CCC to ensure
the voice and message of Indigenous People is at the forefront of our advocacy for the
environment.

Hon Michelle Landry Federal MP, we look forward to working with you in 2024 to determine
how we can strengthen the EPBC Act and protect our region and our wildlife- for this
generation and the next
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Respectfully,
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Capricorn Conservation Council acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders of the Land
and Waters we work hard to conserve and protect. We pay respect to the Elders- past and

present as they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander People. Always was, always will be.
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