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The Queensland Conservation Council, alongside nine Queensland regional environmental and
conservation groups, remain united in support of a well-planned roll out of renewable energy.

In April, the groups put forward a five-point plan for getting the rollout of renewable energy
right, pointing to the positive outcomes that the energy transformation can have for the
environment, regional and First Nations communities if delivered well.

Today, we repeat our calls for better planning of renewable energy, alongside the national
environmental groups who have released a statement on Building Renewables to Benefit
Nature and Communities.

Queensland Conservation Council Energy Analyst Clare Silcock said:
“Queenslanders love our natural environment. We have places and biodiversity unlike anywhere
else in the world. To make sure our natural wonders thrive long into the future we need to act
on climate change and that means building renewable energy in the right places.

“Climate action also looks like protecting the critical biodiversity we have left. That’s why we’re
calling for the state and federal governments to work with local communities and First Nations
people to publish regional environmental mapping, so renewable energy developers have
guidance on where to build new projects.

“We know with good planning as well as landholder and community engagement that
renewable energy projects can be co-located with agriculture to provide another revenue
stream for farmers, as we’ve seen at MacIntyre near Warwick, but there needs to be more
engagement and benefits for neighbours and local communities.

“We welcomed the Queensland Government’s Renewable Energy Zone Roadmap which
committed to establishing community reference groups. These need to be urgently set up
around the state so that regional communities and First Nations people can guide developers
and government on how best to deliver long term employment and other benefits for their
communities.

“We’ve seen community members justifiably raise concerns about certain renewable projects.
The issue here is not solar or wind, it’s another example of poor planning and a lack of
adequate regulation for any type of development.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HY8Zzhk7QlRY8mW7oNcfPwXTre0yS99H/view?usp=sharing
https://www.acf.org.au/building-renewables-to-benefit-nature-and-communities
https://www.acf.org.au/building-renewables-to-benefit-nature-and-communities


Alongside advocating for governments to urgently deliver land-use, biodiversity and Cultural
Heritage mapping to guide Renewable Energy Zone development, the groups are calling for
stronger environmental planning laws.

Mackay Conservation Group Climate Campaigner Imogen Lindenbergy said:
“The same failing planning and environment laws that allow mining and development to have
unacceptable impacts to communities and nature are the ones that mean some renewables are
allowed to have similar negative impacts. Renewables aren’t the issue our failing laws are.”

Cairns and Far North Environment Centre Director Lucy Graham said:
“We have spent decades campaigning for an end to climate damaging fossil fuel energy, and
now is the time to make sure that the transition to renewable energy doesn’t repeat the harms
of the previous energy system. That means changing our planning and environment laws.

“If we get the planning right we can have a transition to renewable energy that ensures local
communities benefit and nature is protected, but we need urgent action now, that’s why we
want to see State Code 23 reformed, new standards for community engagement and federal
environment laws that work.”

North Queensland Conservation Council coordinator Crystal Falknau said:
“Regional communities stand to benefit through long-term jobs and economic activity if
Queensland’s energy transformation is well-planned and regional Queenslanders are at the
forefront of decision making.

“Most regional Queenslanders want renewable energy. We just want projects built in the best
places and we want to be listened to during the process.”

Gladstone Conservation Council Coordinator Anna Hitchcock said:
"We have been working hard to promote renewable energy over the past ten years. It has to be
acknowledged that there are issues with the location of some of the projects, but we don't want
to throw the baby out with the bathwater either.”

I keep saying to people that we need to be having nuanced conversations, but polarised
shouting at each other doesn’t help the situation. This is not a failure of technology but a failure
of planning - the infrastructure isn’t in the right places for the best wind resources, State Code
23 needs reforming, and so do the EPBC requirements. We must also protect our last
remaining intact ecosystems, we don’t need to sacrifice them for the benefit of others.”

Capricorn Conservation Council Coordinator Sophie George said:
“Central Queensland will have the largest Renewable Energy Zone in Queensland, to protect
our biodiversity, our region is calling for Community Reference Groups to be established. We all
deserve to have our say for our region and its environment, into the future. Capricorn
Conservation Council is working with the community, land holders, stakeholders, local
governments and Traditional Owners to ensure transparent information regarding the
Renewable Rollout is shared, ensuring the best decision making for the region.



The transition to renewable energy will affect our landscapes, our environments, our economy,
and our livelihoods. We need to come together now, and be heard, to ensure the best
outcomes for our future. We can achieve this with further reforms to State Code 23 and
enforcing legislative expectations on proponents.
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