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Acknowledgement of Country

Capricorn Conservation Council respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Elders

of Woppa Island, Woppaburra Land & Sea Country. We pay respect to the Woppaburra

People, past, present and emerging as they hold the memories, the culture, and the dreams

of Woppa Island. We recognise the spirit of Woppaburra including the totem Mugga Mugga.

Woppa Island holds rich Cultural Heritage which must be conserved and protected by this

Master Plan. Opportunities for Traditional Owners must be provided by this Master Plan to

ensure the continuation of the Woppaburra Culture- and the protection of this culture and

Island into the future. Always was, always will be Woppaburra Land.

Dear Nikki Wright & Brittany Lauga MP,

Capricorn Conservation Council requests that you accept this submission regarding the

Woppa Draft Master Plan 2023. Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) is a leading

environmental organisation in Central Queensland. We have been advocating for the

environment since 1973 and have a particular interest in ensuring that all development is

sustainable and does not significantly impact the environment.
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Woppa Draft Master Plan 2023

CCC would like to enhance Woppa as a premier eco-tourism destination in Queensland,

while preserving areas of cultural and ecological significance. That goal requires Indigenous

Engagement and Leadership through-out the consultation and implementation of this Plan.

Work is required to bring the Master Plan into line with expectations from stakeholders and

existing undertakings by the government. Sustainability priorities should be aligned with

Woppaburra values and also align with the Reef 2050 Traditional Owner Implementation

Plan and Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability Plan. The Woppa Draft Master Plan does not

align with either of these at present.

Key work flagged by the Master Plan must be undertaken as a priority. This requires the

execution of all technical reports mentioned in the Draft page 128 including a full

Environmental Impact Statement and a Cultural Heritage Assessment and Cultural

Management Plan.

We request Dr. Michael Rowland and Dr. Sonny van Issum are leaders of Cultural Heritage

Assessments and Cultural Management Plan due to their existing knowledge and exhibitions

on the Islands. We require these assessments to be done before any implementation or

development commences.

Capricorn Conservation Council was not invited to be part of the Stakeholder Reference

Group nor invited to any consultation sessions. We are the peak environmental group in the

Central Queensland and Capricorn region. We request to be included in all consultations

regarding Woppa and Woppaburra Land and Sea Country led by the Queensland

Government moving forward. Capricorn Conservation Council have a strong connection and

partnership with Traditional Owners and have been protecting Woppa, Woppaburra Land

and Sea Country and its environment since 1973.

CCC welcomes the Plan’s inclusion of ‘Regenerative Tourism’ as a goal, as laid out starting on

page 56. CCC is already building vital capacity in this area, engaging and training volunteers
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and building community participation. We have undertaken projects on Konomie Island,

Woppaburra Country in close collaboration with Woppaburra leaders, the Konomie Island

Environmental Education Centre their P&C Association and other environmental groups such

as Capricorn Coast Landcare, Capricorn Catchments and the Cap Coast Eco Warriors- the

next generation of environmental defenders. The Plan notes the vital need for authenticity

and purpose in these activities - to achieve that the Plan must focus on Indigenous

Engagement and Leadership, and support for core participation by environmental groups,

including CCC.

Communities’ expectations are for sustainably managed facilities, with low environmental

impact, developed on pre-cleared and already disturbed land. Community members want

Woppa to be properly taken care of, with these efforts led by the Woppaburra People.

Please see Community Comments on page 5.

The Plan will require a ‘clean up’ of the Island. Contamination of groundwater is evident, the

Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) is currently seeping into the groundwater and neighbouring

Mangrove system.

CCC has actively engaged Livingstone Shire Council, Department of Environment and Science

and Department of Natural Resources to remove the goat population(s) from the Island.

There are other pest species not endemic to the Island, possums, peacocks and other

domestic animals that need to be removed.

Invasive flora is also an ongoing concern. CCC has been involved in training volunteers in

close collaboration with the Woppaburra People, to assist with the high workload required

to identify, manage and effectively remove invasive flora.

The Plan will require investment in a fire management plan led by the Woppaburra People

and Indigenous Fire Rangers, to manage pests, weeds and overall biomass in areas of

ecological and cultural significance.
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CCC requests all Land and Sea management is led by the Woppaburra People and would

encourage the Queensland Government to invest in Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers, and

caretakers facilitated and accommodated on the Island..

CCC no longer supports a Jetty on Woppa Island after consulting with Indigenous Leaders

and Woppaburra People(s), CCC were directed to the Reef 2050 Traditional Owner

Implementation Plan and Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability Plan and impacts on the

ecosystem will be too great. Woppa Island is part of the World Heritage Listed Southern

Great Barrier Reef and is a migration area for many marine species including the Hump- Back

Whale- Mugga Mugga the totem of the Woppaburra People. It is not appropriate to turn

Woppa into a recreational marine park- we must protect this totem animal.

We encourage the Plan to incorporate further consultation with stakeholders and advocates

working on disability and accessibility, particularly people living with a disability that impacts

their mobility themselves. The goal here should be safe, low impact approaches to

accessibility to and on the island, with proper training and support, while remaining

sensitive to environmental and cultural concerns. We also ask for Woppaburra Elders to be

consulted to determine the most appropriate accessibility infrastructure. We also request

Konomie Island Environmental Education Centre (and their P&C Association) are consulted

as they are constructing this infrastructure on Konomie Island. The Konomie Island

Environmental Education Centre are key stakeholders, were not part of the Reference Group

and were not consulted on the Woppa Master Plan.

CCC does not support the subdivision of existing disturbed land for investment or the

procurement of land by the State Government for subdivision and investment. CCC expects

Indigenous ownership and opportunities from this recently procured land (by the State).

CCC recommend a STP like the Yeppoon Recycled Water Sewage Treatment Facility-

delivered at $3 million dollars, this Treatment Facility could also be used to generate power

with bioreactors. CCC also recommended community battery systems would supply power

to houses and businesses, with most dwellings having existing solar. Solar power and storage
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systems on Konomie island, recently upgraded, provide a good point of reference. Again, we

recommend consultation with the Konomie Island Environmental Education Centre.

We thank you for taking the time to read our submission and look forward to future

engagement with the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government

and Planning. We hope you understand our values and vision for Woppa Island and are

always available for further correspondence and consultation regarding this Master Plan.

Yours Sincerely,

SIGN HERE SIGN HERE

Michael Jones BArts Sean Nixon BSciBio
President Committee Member
Capricorn Conservation Council Capricorn Conservation Council

Community Comments

“As we are now coming to a time of truth telling and a voice for our Indigenous People in

government, a history centre of the Woppaburra People and all those that came after would

help educate, inform and create understanding between all people- community and visitors

to Wop-pa Island”

-Loretta George, CCC Member.

It is only in the last recent while that one can be somewhat reassured about the healthy

future of Wop-pa Island. For many years the island has been treated as an income source by

a variety of players who really have had no interest in the protection of the island in any way.

The growing interest in achieving their natural and legal rights by the Woppaburra people

has had an increasing effect on the powers that be attempting to do the right thing. For the
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first time in my acquaintance with the island does it look like some positive outcomes might

result. So not only can the traditional owners call the place their own, but visitors might be

able to enjoy its natural beauty as it should be.

- Wilhelmina Newman, CCC Member

“Having lived and worked on the Island, this Plan should always be led by the Woppaburra

People. This Plan should be targeted for all people to experience Wop-pa Island- and be an

affordable and attainable Island getaway. The focus on the Island should be sustainable

accommodation which builds respect for the Island’s natural resources, Cultural Heritage and

is accessible for all community members.”

- Theo George, CCC Member

“GKI should be handed back to the Indigenous/Traditional Owners. It shouldn't become a

State Government base for parks or anyone. Unless in partnership with the Woppaburra

People. 

Any accommodation should be eco-friendly and sustainable. Planning should see renewable

and zero-waste strategies as its highest priority in any development on or around Woppa..

If Council collect rates they should be providing infrastructures such as toilets, BBQ and

shade areas and maintain these spaces like they would a public space on the mainland. A

desalination plant should be implemented immediately for public use even if small, for water

access as the Island has freshwater issues. 

Pest problems like possums and goats should be maintained and on a rolling agreement with

Traditional Owners to ensure this occurs.”

- Jo Stoyel, CCC Member
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Additional resources available through Capricorn

Conservation Council

Wop-pa Island Master Plan Submission November 2022

Report from Susan Cunningham, Creekholme Research and Reports 2022

Great Keppel island(sic), Submission, 1990

Yeppoon Recycled Water Network Augmentation Plan 2018
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