
A voice for the environment

The Chief Executive Officer 
Livingstone Shire Council 
PO Box 2292 YEPPOON QLD 4703 
Email: enquiries@livingstone.qld.gov.au  

24/07/23

To Whom it May Concern

RE: Proposed Reconfiguration Lot 46 Norpine Road – D-44-2023

I, Sophie George write this submission as the Coordinator of Capricorn Conservation

Council (CCC), the peak environmental advocacy group in CQ since 1973. Capricorn

Conservation Council oppose specifically the development of lots 4-9 and 12-17 due to the

following environmental issues:

1. This Development Application does not meet PO30 Parks and Open Space

Neighbourhood design and lot layout provide for safe and secure, well distributed

and located parkland that: a) provides a clear relationship between the public realm

and adjoining land uses through treatment including alignment, fencing, and

landscaping; enhances the area’s local identity and landscape amenity; d) forms a

linkage to existing parkland or habitats; e) respects and retains existing natural

elements; and f) protects biodiversity values and features

Capricorn Conservation Council requests a full Vegetation Management Plan. There

were no Cycad, Macrozamia, or Xanthorrhoea observed in the ecological survey.

CCC would like to ground truth this for existing species and their saplings.

Surrounding landholders DO have these species present. This area is of high

ecological significance with many endangered species present within and

surrounding the site. CCC recommends additional consulting by our preferred

agency- CQG Consulting.

2. This Development Application does not meet PO1 Land Use

In areas identified as having matters of environmental significance, all uses are

located, designed, and operated to retain and protect significant environmental

values; and maintain the underlying ecological functions and biophysical processes

of the site and surrounds

The true ecological significance of this site has not been captured in the ecological

survey. CCC requests additional surveying. We strongly encourage Livingstone Shire

Council to engage the Department of Environment and Science, Threatened Species

to complete acoustic monitoring to determine what bat species are present. The
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locally endangered Macroderma gigas have been listed to exist on this site. We

request acoustic monitoring by DES and this species is awaiting its Recovery Plan.

We also request UAV Thermal imaging carried out by CQG Consulting to determine

nocturnal mammals and marsupials at this site. This is known as Glider habitat and

we require nocturnal sampling to occur. Any vegetation clearing within this site, or

its surrounds, would be detrimental to both species.

3. This Development Application does not meet PO3 Native Vegetation and
Habitat

Development retains, protects, and enhances areas of habitat that support a critical

life stage in ecological processes such as feeding, breeding, or roosting for the

identified species.

There are many feeding, breeding and roosting species expected at this site. We

again recommend acoustic and thermal monitoring of this site. We also

recommend temporal surveys over seasons as this is known Koala habitat. Even

though no koalas were sited in the survey, it is likely they migrate through this

ecosystem. We also recommend input from the Koala Territory Foundation and the

University’s Koala Research Team regarding the migration of Koalas through this

site. We also recommend this team completes Scat and DNA sampling. We

encourage engagement with Birdlife Capricornia, Allan Briggs to access any of his

surveys or knowledge about this site. CCC would like an opportunity to ground truth

feeding, breeding, and roosting species within this site. We are not satisfied with

the current fauna list in the survey p. 23, p.97 of Ecological Assessment Report.

4. This Development Application does not meet PO4 Native Vegetation and
Habitat

Development protects existing biodiversity corridors and assists in the establishment

of new corridors which have adequate dimensions and characteristics to support: 1.

unimpeded movement of terrestrial and aquatic fauna that are associated with or

are likely to use the biodiversity corridor as part of their normal life cycle

evolutionary and genetic processes; 2. the natural change in distributions of species

and connectivity between populations of species over long periods of time; 3.

maintenance of large scale seasonal/ migratory species processes and movement of

fauna; 4. connectivity between large tracts and patches of native remnant

vegetation and habitat areas; and 5. effective and continuous movement of

terrestrial and aquatic fauna.

CCC does not recommend any subdivision on this site as this is certainly a

biodiversity hot spot and wildlife corridor. We call on Livingstone Shire Council to
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provide the applicant with the Biodiversity Strategy and the Open Spaces

Framework and ask for compliance with local planning and development laws. We

oppose any clearing at this site and all current clearing, as witnessed by the

community, should stop immediately. We would like a Vegetation Management

Plan presented and a Fauna Spotter Catcher Plant presented to Livingstone Shire

Council and Capricorn Conservation Council ASAP.

5. This Development Application does not meet PO7 All matters of
environmental significance

Are identified and protected from significant adverse impacts associated with

development.

This site has the following Regional Ecosystems: 11.11.3 11.11.4 11.3.9 11.3.26

11.3.25, we believe this site may also host 11.11.18 endangered Semi Ever Green

Vine Thicket. Within this area CCC has requested adjustments to the RE mapped as

11.11.3 and 11.11.4, however when ground truthed are in fact 11.11.18. We

request additional ground truthing by CCC and our preferred consultants CQG.

Additionally, this area is listed as 'Poplar Box Grassy Woodland on Alluvial Plains'

endangered EPBC Act Status and KNOWN Koala Habitat pg. 47, yet no Koalas were

found on site pg. 23. This Ecological Assessment does NOT list this site as KHA or

KPA.  I would expect that Koalas DO migrate through this site and it would be

detrimental to clear this habitat. I would like another assessment of this site, with

Scat and DNA testing completed to determine Koala populations. I would like to call

upon my colleagues- CQUniveristy Koala Research Team and The Koala Territory

Foundation to do so. 

6. This Development Application does not meet PO8 Lot Design- General

Retains key site characteristics, landmarks, and places of heritage significance.

I strongly recommend a Cultural Heritage Assessment be completed. This area is
likely Culturally Significant due to the age of the vegetation. I DO NOT recommend
proceeding with any planning or development without Traditional Owner
Engagement. I do not recommend further land clearing until Traditional Owners
have been consulted. CQG has a strong relationship and partnership with Darumbal
Traditional Owners and CCC request their consultation upon this application.

7. This Development Application does not meet PO13 Vegetation Clearing

Development avoids indiscriminate and unnecessary clearing of vegetation in order

to protect 1. The visual integrity of the natural landscape 2. Ecological features and

processes that underpin biodiversity.
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CCC has been informed by a community that the developer has already bulldozed

large areas by indiscriminate clearing. This is a serious offense.

8. This Development Application does not meet PO14 Vegetation Clearing

The development retains and protects locally significant species.

Capricorn Conservation Council opposes this development and requires additional

ecological assessment and ground truthing to protect locally significant species. CCC is

requesting a visit to the site to log significant species onto WildNet.

Capricorn Conservation Council thanks you for your consideration of our concerns

and will await an acknowledgment of this submission and ongoing updates regarding this

project. Please contact us anytime, on the below details.

Sincerely,

S.George

Sophie George

Coordinator

Capricorn Conservation Council - a voice for the environment

Environment Centre, Haigh Park Wandal 4701

M: 0437 420 496 E: ccc@cccqld.org.au
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