
 Dear Minister de Brenni, 

 We congratulate you on the 2022 Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan (QEJP) and welcome it as 
 a significant milestone in Queensland’s emissions reduction journey. We are now looking 
 forward to working with your Government in the delivery of the Plan. 

 Your Government has the ability to build strong foundations for Queensland’s renewable energy 
 future in 2023, through legislating the renewable energy targets, the Queensland Renewable 
 Energy Zone roadmap and the Regional Energy Transformation Partnerships Framework. 

 It is crucial that your Department works with others, especially Environment, Planning, 
 Resources and Treasury, to ensure that renewable energy is built well at speed and scale. 

 We believe the following principles need to be followed to ensure the QEJP can be built at the 
 scale we need, while maintaining Queensland’s biodiversity and the social licence of 
 renewables: 

 1.  Certainty around emissions reduction from the energy sector 
 The QEJP provides a commendable path towards ending reliance on coal, and we understand 
 the complexity of retiring coal, the need for replacement of firm capacity, and the need to 
 repurpose some of the coal fired power units to provide system services. However, the current 
 approach of providing windows of closure, without detail on the replacement plans for each unit, 
 is clouding the investment signals for new renewables in Queensland. 

 We need a public plan, with solid timeframes, for the transformation of Queensland’s coal fired 
 power stations to clean energy hubs. 

 This needs to include formal updates of the coal fired power station retirement dates to 
 Australian Energy Market Operator, so that the next Integrated System Plan modelling is 
 consistent with the QEJP. 

 Reduced reliance on coal is implied in the emissions reduction pathways given in the 
 Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan. These emissions reductions pathways should be formalised 
 as emissions reduction targets for the energy sector in the renewable energy legislation. 

 We call on you to update AEMO on retirement or transformation dates by June 2023, and 
 include emissions reductions targets for the energy sector in the renewable energy 
 legislation. 



 2.  Drive investment in renewable energy 
 Renewable energy investment is not happening at the speed and scale we need in Queensland 
 to meet the Energy and Jobs Plan. Including the renewable energy targets in the QEJP as 
 binding targets in the legislation is a crucial first step. 

 A further mechanism is likely to be necessary to achieve legislated targets. The Victorian and 
 NSW Government have both used some form of payment guarantee to secure investment in 
 their states. The most successful Australian example is the certificate scheme behind the 
 Renewable Energy Target scheme, which is still growing organically due to demand from 
 industry. Queensland is at high risk of losing out to southern states without a direct mechanism 
 to drive investment here. The Queensland Government itself has still not committed the majority 
 of the $4.5 billion Renewable Energy and Jobs Fund. The allocation of this needs to be 
 accelerated in the 2023-24 Budget to prove Government leadership in renewable energy 
 development. 

 We call on you to ensure that the renewable energy legislation sets the QEJP targets as 
 binding, and includes a mechanism to meet the targets and drive investment in 
 renewable energy. 

 3.  Enact the Regional Energy Transformation Partnerships Framework goals to 
 deliver positive outcomes for First Nations, communities, and nature 

 The transition to renewable energy and conservation of biodiversity are both essential for a safe 
 climate future. However, building renewable energy at the scale that we need will have impacts 
 on Queensland’s landscapes, communities and nature. If these are not managed well, we 
 cannot protect biodiversity, and we risk losing social licence for the renewable energy transition. 
 The Queensland Government has an opportunity to build a positive future with strong nature 
 protection and regional jobs delivered by renewable energy. Legislation and policy frameworks 
 to deliver positive outcomes need to be prioritised now. 

 We call on the Queensland Government to support developers to: 
 ●  meet the  First Nations Clean Energy Network  Best Practice Principles, particularly 

 engaging respectfully to gain free, prior and informed consent from Traditional Owners; 
 ●  allow early and genuine community consultation to share the benefits of renewable 

 energy, and 
 ●  prioritise nature protection. 

 The Regional Energy Transformation Partnerships Framework provides a good starting point 
 and needs to be enacted as soon as possible. In particular, the planning review flagged must be 
 progressed urgently. 

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/fncen/pages/149/attachments/original/1669962706/FNCEN_-_Best_Practice_Principles_for_Clean_Energy_Projects.pdf?1669962706


 The State Government currently does not require community consultation for wind farms under 
 State Code 23, despite social assessment and community engagement strategies being 
 mandated in most other states. 

 State Code 23 also doesn’t adequately assess the environmental impacts of development but 
 relies on the  Federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1993  (EPBC 
 Act) process to assess impacts. The Federal Government has accepted the serious flaws in the 
 EPBC Act through the Samuels Review, but there are around 15 wind projects currently 
 submitted for EPBC assessment, with many more in the development stage which are going 
 through the existing process. 

 There is also no framework at a Federal or State Government level to assess the cumulative 
 impacts of these projects. 

 For large-scale solar, the planning is even less clear with no state code and a framework that 
 leaves decisions on what could be very large projects up to local councils. 

 We urge you to work with the Federal Government to: 
 ●  Conduct strategic, regional, land use mapping to identify areas of priority and constraint 

 for renewable energy development 
 ●  Implement a framework for assessing cumulative impacts 
 ●  Review state code 23 to provide stronger criteria to protect high quality conservation 

 areas, avoid good quality agricultural land and mandate community consultation 
 ●  Develop a consistent approach for large-scale projects, e.g. an impact threshold for wind 

 and solar projects, above which they are impact assessable, with all associated public 
 submission and appeal rights 

 We call on you to urgently set the scope and timeline for a public review of planning 
 frameworks, and announce a timeline for development of strategic land use maps for 
 renewable energy development. 

 Yours sincerely, 

 Clare Silcock 
 Energy Strategist, Queensland Conservation Council 
 clare.silcock@qldconservation.org.au 

mailto:clare.silcock@qldconservation.org.au


 On behalf of: 


