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20 March 2023

Dear Minister Stewart and Mr Merrick

RE: Waratah Coal’s Galilee Coal Project — EPML 00571313

We write to you as the administering authorities responsible for the Environmental Protection Act
1994 and hence the decision on the environmental authority application EPML 00571313 and the
Minister responsible for the Mineral Resources Act 1989 and hence the decision on the mining lease
application MLA 70454,

Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC) is the leading non-government, environmental organisation
in Central Queensland. CCC has been advocating for the environment since 1973 and have a
particular interest in ensuring that all land use is sustainable and does not significantly impact on
the environment.

CCC has been involved in the campaign to prevent the Galilee Coal project from significantly
impacting on the Bimblebox Nature Refuge for many years. We have supported the Bimblebox
Alliance through the sale of their book and video, and have coordinated rallies to show decision -
makers that the Central Queensland community supports individuals who voluntarily set aside land
for conservation and that it is not appropriate to allow a fossil fuel developer to undermine the
significant investment and contribution of caring community members.

Waratah Coal’s Galilee Coal Project would be the biggest thermal coal mine in Australia. It would
cover approximately 14,600 ha of land and result in the clearing of nearly 5,000 ha of remnant
vegetation. A number of listed threatened species and communities would be impacted. At least 7
km of three locally significant creeks and seven grazing properties would be directly impacted. Of
particular concern are the likely significant impacts on the Bimblebox Nature Refuge.

The Galilee Coal Project proposes to extract up to 40 million tonnes of coal from the Galilee Basin
each year over the next 25 years. This would produce an extraordinary 1.58 billion tonnes of carbon
emissions and will make meeting Queensland and Australia’s emission reduction targets very
challenging without placing extra imposts on other industries which will have an important role into
the future.
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CCCappreciated the decision of Land Court President FY Kingham on 25 November 2022 in relation
to proceedings between Waratah Coal Pty Ltd v Youth Verdict Ltd and The Bimblebox Alliance Inc.
As you will be aware, the President made the following recommendations:

1. Irecommend tothe Honourable the Minister responsible for the Mineral Resources Act 1989
that MLA 70454 be refused.

2. | recommend to the administering authority responsible for the Environmental Protection
Act 1994 that EPML 00571313 be refused.

3. ldirect the Registrar of the Land Court to provide a copy of these reasons and access to the
Land Court e-trial site to the Honourable Minister administering the Mineral Resources Act
1989 and to the administering authority under the Environmental Protection Act 1994.

The recommendation to refuse was made on grounds of human rights and climate change.
Waratah Coal appealed the Land Court recommendation but subsequently withdrew the appeal on
10 February 2023. Hence the decision sits with the Queensland Government.

We call on you to follow the Land Court recommendations and refuse Waratah’s mining lease and
environmental authority applications.

Sincerely,

3 Geolge

Sophie George
Coordinator

Capricorn Conservation Council

I respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and waters which we conserve and protect, the Darumbal Country.

Environment Centre Livermore Street Rockhampton | PO Box 4011 Rockhampton Q 4700
ABN 14 846 165 788 | Phone: 0437 420 496 | Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au | www.cccgld.org.au
2



mailto:ccc@cccqld.org.au
http://www.cccqld.org.au/
https://www.sclqld.org.au/caselaw/QLC/2022/21

