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Coordinator’s Notes: Our, longest,
wettest wet season for decades created
record flows in many of the Fitzroy’s
tributaries and the first complete recharge of our floodplains and wetlands
since 1991. Apart from the much reported damage to agricultural and mining production, the floods created a
mixed blessing for nature. A large
amount of our topsoil is lost and we are
still waiting to see the medium and long term impacts on the
Great Barrier Reef. The new year brought a surge of mining
and coal seam gas CSG projects with four massive coal projects proposed for the Galilee Basin and continued expansion of Bowen Basin mines. With Gladstone Harbour becoming, in their own words, ‘too stressed’, Xstrata has
turned their attention again to a Balaclava Island coal port.
This and rumoured ports at the northern end of Curtis Island
would radically change the environment and public access to
Keppel Bay. Gladstone is facing a projects tsunami (a fateful
term?) LNG industries support to wildlife carers for injured
or displaced animals but CCC is concerned about habitat
loss and the viability of establishing animals into already
occupied territories. Sea grass is already in a poor condition.

2011-2012 Membership Renewals Due Now
Donations and other community grants support on-ground projects with partners and volunteers. Please contact CCC if you wish to support these activities
through regular tax deductible donations.

CCC is represented on several advisory groups, e.g. Fitzroy
Water Quality, Mine Rehabilitation, Shoalwater Bay and
are actively and constructively engaged in consultation for
the Great Keppel Island EIS (due for public comment 3rd
quarter 2011).
We are seeking a pause for coral and aquarium fish collecting in the Keppels, certainly until flood affects are known
and has been invited by GBRMPA to join with industry
groups to discuss monitoring and sustainability limits. On
the positive side there is now a willingness to listen to the
people who have ecologically friendly tourism concerns and
knowledge of reef health and history of recovery.
Michael McCabe
Qld. Coastal Plan
Hazard Maps
The DERM website
shows areas threatened by a predicted
0.8m sea level rise
(by 2100), plus a
1m storm surge.
Medium Hazard < 1m
High Hazard
> 1m

CCC has urged Main Roads to
protect our ecologically valuable
wetlands when considering ‘floodproof’ highway alternatives.
Did you know that mangroves were
present to the current City area ~
6000 years ago? CRC Coastal Zone.,
Technical Report 48—Sediment accumulation,
Bostock, H., et al., 2006.
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YEPPEN
FLOODPLAIN

2011 Fitzroy Floods
 33,000,000 Megalitres flowed through Rockhampton (2 Sydney Harbours per day at peak)
 8,095,910 ML came down the Dawson River;
that would fill a Nathan Dam 8 times over!
 Rockhampton’s 9.2 metre peak could have hit
or exceeded 1918 or ‘54 levels if the Dawson and
Mackenzie flood peaks had coincided.
 Great Barrier Reef impacts are still unknown.
Positive benefits were flushing of aquatic weeds,
wetlands & fishways re connected, waterbirds
flourished, bushland bloomed, nature nourished.
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1. Galilee Basin Coal

6. Nathan Dam

11. Balaclava Coal Port

16. Hummock Hill Island

21. Shoalwater Bay

2. Bowen Basin Coal

7. Fitzroy Weirs

12. Curtis Is. More Ports?

17. Great Keppel Island

3. Coal Seam Gas

8. Fitzroy Feedlots

13. Curtis Island Nat Park 18. Floods-Reef Health

4. Gas Pipelines

9. Fitzroy Water Qual.

14. LNG—Dredging

19. Qld Coastal Plan

5. Connors R. Dam

10. Fitzroy Wetlands

15. Shale Oil?

20. Regional Planning

Does this map look a little
busy? Where does caring for
our country fit into our coal/
gas rush? The Year of Biodiversity has passed— 2011 is
UN Year of Forests.

Celebrate 34th World Environment Day—June 6th
Come along to an interesting presentation of native wildlife
hosted by Capricorn Branch Wildlife Preservation Society.
Meet Lolly the wombat and some of the other furry creatures.
Tina Janssen and her team at Project Kial have under their care.
Tina will present a 'show and tell' about the work they do in
conserving and rehabilitating Australian wildlife. Light refreshments available. For further information contact:
Bruce Zimmer: 0416 987 721: Monday 6 June, 06:45pm at
the CWA Hall, Normanby & Hill Streets, Yeppoon.

Putney Beach Study Group
A team of volunteers led by Colleen Fagan
recently conducted a low tide survey of marine
life at Putney Beach, Great Keppel Island. A
great variety of corals, sponges, and molluscs
were found plus many Beche-der-mer. The
group witnessed the high tide flowing into the
Putney Creek wetlands, filling the marine
couch, mangrove and Casuarina wetland. 
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Chantelle James is working at CCC p/t assisting with
projects, and brings 14 years of natural resources experience to CCC; (Landcare, Catchment Management, Grazing
BestPrac.) She has a passion for conservation, sustainable
agriculture & communities, organic & biodynamic farming,
Chantelle says, “I just love helping people, plants, wildlife
and for a happier healthier future. I have been involved with
CCC as a member, committee member and volunteer for
more than 7 years and am excited to join Michael and the
team.” To contact Chantelle, email or phone CCC

IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species
AUSTRALIA
Birds
52
Reptiles**
43
Amphibians
47
Fishes
100
Molluscs
175
Other Inverts
314
Plants
67
Total
853

2010 was International Year of Biodiversity. How
did we go? The International Union for the Conservation of Nature Red List suggests not too well. The
Queensland Government has released a draft Biodiversity Strategy but Queensland is being sliced and
diced with more coal mines, rail lines, CSG wells, &
pipelines, ports and shipping lanes.

2011 is the UN International Year of Forests. Will
CQ’s forest remnants survive the coal/gas rush?
What will Curtis Is. and The Narrows look like after
LNG, Ports and Shale Oil mining. CCC is campaigning for permanent protection rather than the
misused term ‘offset’ and the inadequate protection
afforded by ‘environmental precincts’.
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By Bethlea Bell – Qld Frog Society
It isn’t easy being green or brown!
Most people think of frogs as being small, green creatures that
live in and around our homes. There certainly are plenty of green
frogs in Australia, but most of our frogs are varying shades of brown. In fact, there are over 200 separate species of native
frogs throughout Australia and less than 10% of these are actually green. In Capricornia, we have around 32 native frog
species, including only 4 green ones - the Green Tree Frog Litoria caerulea, the Northern Sedgefrog Litoria bicolor the
Eastern sedgefrog Litoria fallax and the Southern orange-eyed tree frog Litoria chloris. The rest are mainly brown, with
varying stripes and spots.
Unfortunately, we also have the only introduced amphibian in Australia – the Cane
Toad Rhinella marinus. It is quite distinct from most native frogs, with its dry, warty
flesh, creamy speckled belly, large poison glands on the side of its head, horizontal
eyes and golden irises. It grows to around 7.5 – 25 cm long and has a call that sounds
like a small engine or generator. Cane toads provide a constant threat to other frog
species, native animals and household pets. This is because they are prolific breeders, will eat anything and are poisonous at all stages of their life cycle.
Some of our native frogs may be confused with the cane toad due to their similar
colouring, like the New Holland Frog (Cyclorana novaehollandiae), the Ornate BurRhinella marinus - Cane Toad
rowing Frog (Limnodynastes ornatus) and the Dusky Toadlet – aka Sandy Gungan
(Uperoleia fusca).
If you plan to remove a cane toad from your back yard, it’s important to ensure that you
have a positive identification and you remove it humanely. e.g. by refrigeration then
freezing it. For more information about how to identify and protect native frog species
and humanely eradicate cane toads, you may like to hop on to the following websites:Queensland Frog Society http://www.qldfrogs.asn.au/
North Qld Conservation Council http://www.nqcc.org.au/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=67
Frogs Australia Network http://www.frogsaustralia.net.au/frogs/

Cyclorana novaehollandiae
New Holland Frog

New Holland Frog
(juvenile)

Cane Toad
(juvenile)

COAL SEAM GAS—NORTH, SOUTH, WEST

MYRTLE RUST—MAJOR THREAT

Arrow Bowen Pipeline Pty Ltd are preparing an EIS
for 600 kilometre coal seam gas pipeline from
Moranbah to Curtis Island (LNG processing). A
forty metre clearing will be required for the pipeline and the major environmental concerns of construction impacts are, removal of native vegetation, crossing waterways, wetlands and floodplains,
noise and lighting disturbance to native fauna,
spread of weeds, loss of good quality agricultural
soil, disturbance of acid sulphate soils/sodic soils,
impacts/potential disturbance to cultural heritage
and removal or threats to endangered, vulnerable,
rare and threatened species and communities.

Myrtle Rust from South America, an invasive
fungus of the Myrtaceae family, has been found
at 122 sites in Queensland, including nurseries
and national parks, e.g. Kondalilla Falls and
Lamington. Myrtle Rust damages foliage, flowering and fruiting and has the potential to destroy
huge areas of native bushland and consequently
the food source for insects, bird and mammals.
Contact Biosecurity Queensland call 13 25 23
www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au for information or
reporting infected plants.

“Common Goals and Shared Values”
Friday, June, 3 from 2 – 5 pm; Qld Cancer Council
Meeting Place, Upper Dawson Road, Allenstown
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RAISE YOUR VOICE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Regional Council Planning Schemes
Queensland Regional Councils are seeking input into Community
and Regional Planning Schemes. CCC members are strongly
encouraged to ensure conservation interests are given due
priority by attending community meetings or registering conservation concerns with your council:
Rockhampton Regional Council—“Be Heard” http://
beheard.rrc.qld.gov.au

Gladstone Regional Council—“Have Your Say”
http://www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/web/guest/community-engagement
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Threats to turtles & wildlife
Twenty-eight marine turtle appear to have
drowned in nets around the mouth of the Boyne
River, which is teeming with Barramundi from the
flooded Awoonga Dam. After the matter was
raised by locals and investigated by DERM and
Fisheries, Minister Kate Jones
stepped in to ban fish netting
in the lower Boyne River and
ask the industry to identify
alternative netting strategies,
including increasing the frequency of net inspections.

9 Mile Club CCC, Greening
Australia and 14 partner
groups are sponsoring
the clean-up of marine
debris on 9 Mile Beach,
Byfield National Park. The
type and origin of debris
will analysed to assist with preventative measures. Next trip—25 June
Contact: pmalyszek@greeningaustralia.org.au

Balaclava Island & Fitzroy Terminal
Xstrata’s port and Fitzroy Terminal’s barge proposals threaten the health of the Fitzroy Delta.
Shipping lanes will encroach on the GBRMPA ‘pink’
CCC has also informed authorities of reports that
zone of Peak Is., the constant dredging and traffic
people are catching juvenile freshwater turtles
threaten unique dolin the city reaches of the Fitzroy River. As with
many such concerns, the challenge to obtain suffi- phins and fish habitats.
cient evidence to identify people breaking the law This is just the tip of
and also educate the public. Anyone with concerns the iceberg as Gladstone Ports Corp. has
about possible illegal fishing activities should
plans for major faciliring: Fishwatch
1800 017 116. or
ties on the northern
Wildlife Hotline
1300 130 372 (DERM) for
wildlife emergencies, strandings and pollution incidents. end of Curtis Island.

Beach Myrtle
Lithomyrtus obtusa

GKI
Lichen on Rock

Visit Great Keppel Island – Beaut for Bushwalking, Birdwatching or just Basking in its Beauty



Membership Renewals
2011-2012 now Due

Phone: (07) 4927 8644

Capricorn Conservation Council
ABN: 14 846 165 788

www.cccqld.org.au

email: ccc@cqnet.com.au

I / We support CCC’s goals, values, environmental awareness and other public campaigns.
New Membership
Membership Renewal
Name(s)..............................................................…………………………………………………………………..................…........
Address:……………………………………………………………….……..…………................…………….….P/code:……........…
Home Phone:……………..........……..….…Work Phone: ………...…….......……..….…Mobile: …………....….........……..….…
Email:……………………………...................................................................………………………………........................……….
non-wage earner $5

Please select one:
individual $10
family $15

I would like to make an additional tax-deductible donation of $........................................

corporate member $50
TOTAL PAYMENT: $..................

Payment Method:
cash
cheque or money order
direct bank transfer.
CCC's bank a/c for online payments: BSB: 014 690; A/c No: 491 268 991; For EFT Reference record; YOUR NAME)

For more information making regular contributions to support CCC projects contact the Coordinator
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